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FAST  FOOD  BAN  BALLOT  FIZZLES 


Mission  Street  may  be  m line  from  some  relief  from  the  influx  of 
franchised  fast  food  restaurants  Supervisor  Dons  Ward  is  considering 
introducing  an  ordinance  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  that  would  place  a 
one-year  moratorium  on  the  approval  of  new  fast  food  restaurants  The 
moratorium  would  extend  along  Mission  from  14th  to  Valencia  although 
Ward  has  already  received  a request  that  the  boundry  of  the  moratorium  be 
extended  to  Cortland  Ward  is  currently  engaged  in  a fact-finding  operation 
to  determine  if  there  is  enough  sentiment  in  the  community  to  support  a 
moratorium 

Recently  the  North  Mission  has  seen  an  influx  of  franchised  fast  food 
restaurants  After  years  of  escaping  without  any  of  these  places  m the 
neighborhood  we  have  seen  a McDonalds  open  at  16th  and  Mission  and  a 
Carl's  Jr  open  at  20th  and  Mission  An  application  for  a Burger  King  at  18th 
and  Mission  (where  the  Doggie  dinner  used  to  be)  was  rejected  by  the 
Planning  Commission  Both  the  North  Mission  Association  (after  a vote  at  a 
regular  monthly  meeting)  and  the  Mission  Community  Coalition  actively 
sought  the  rejection  of  the  Burger  King  How  many  other  operators  of  fast 
food  joints  are  eyeing  Mission  street  as  a possible  site  is  unknown 

The  main  problem  with  the  proposed  moratorium  Is  that  it  paints  with  a 
very  wide  brush  Not  only  franchised  fast  food  restaurants  would  be  frozen 
out,  but  any  restaurant  that  fit  the  Planning  Department's  definition  of  a 
fast  food  place  would  be  stopped 

These  supervisorial  moratoria  have  been  imposed  before,  on  Geary  and 
on  Clement  A temporary  breathing  space  is  probably  favored  by  the 
neighborhood  but  what  happens  after  the  moratorium  ends,  will  the 
neighborhood  be  fighting  same  battles  all  over  again'^  And  what  happens 
to  Valencia  Street  during  the  Mission  Street  moratorium'^  Will  slick 
operators  opt  to  locate  their  restaurants  on  Valencia  or  will  they  wait  out  the 
moratorium? 

More  questions:  what  will  the  planning  department  be  doing  while  the 
moratorium  is  m effect’  A claim  made  by  fast  food  franchisees  at  every  NMA 
meeting  is  that  they  help  other  businesses  in  the  neighborhood  by  increasing 
the  foot  traffic?  Is  this  true’  Also,  the  fast  food  owners  claim  they  bring  jobs 
needed  by  young  people  into  the  neighborhood  But  these  jobs  are  at  the 
minimum  wage,  with  no  benefits.  Moreover,  most  people  who  take  these 
jobs  don't  seem  to  last  very  long,  not  for  lack  of  motivation  but  because  of 
the  unappealing  working  conditions  and  low  pay 

What  do  fast  food  restaurants  offer  us’  What  do  they  take  away  from 
us’  How  many  In  a neighborhood  is  enough  or  too  many’  Should  a 
hamburger  joint  owned  and  run  by  a neighborhood  resident  be  treated  m 
the  same  way  as  the  franchised  fast  food  restaurants’  Does  a moratorium  in 
one  area  simply  temporarily  shift  the  focus  to  anpther  neighborhood  while 
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Last  springy  San  Francisco  voters  faced  the  tantalizing 
prospect  of  a November  election  rich  in  substantive,  hotly 
contested  Issues  whose  resolutions  would  forge  the  future  of 
the  City  for  at  least  the  remainder  of  the  century.  The 
enigmatic  coalition  of  slow-growth  advocates  and  Feinstein** 
backed  downtown  special  interests  which  defeated  1985' s 
Proposition  F had  popped  like  a bubble,  paving  the  way  for  a 
more  broadly  supported  (if  less  stringent)  accountable 
planning  initiative.  Renters  mobilized  to  take  their 
grievances  to  the  ballot  box.  Neighborhood  merchants  and 
their  customers,  denied  even  the  minimal  protections 
afforded  apartment  dwellers,  prepared  to  do  the  same.  The 
woods  and  alleys  crawled  with  prospective  Supervlsoral 
candidates  eager  to  achieve  through  legislation  what 
remained  unfinished  by  the  Initiative  process.  A fragrant, 
unfamiliar  odor  of  democracy  elbowed,  like  fog,  against  the 
base  of  Sutro  Tower.  A I>owntown  Stadium?  Comparable  worth? 
The  Missouri?  Tough,  statewide  campaign  finance 
legislation?  Decide  them  all  and  have  done  with  it! 

Now,  only  a few  months  later,  the  ballot,  if  not 
exactly  bare,  is  rather  scanty  and  wholly  dependant  on  the 
political  savvy  and  untested  ethics  of  one  woman...  Super- 
visor Willie  Kennedy.  What  happened? 

Business  as  usual,  in  part.  That  is,  the  Soviet-style 
politics  which  lumber  out  of  City  Hall  when  Downtown  pocket- 
books  are  threatened.  But  November's  see-through  ballot  is 
also  a predictable,  if  lamentable,  consequence  of  the 
malaise  affecting  San  Francisco's  left-wing  leaders 
(progressives,  as  they  prefer  to  be  called)  which  deteriora- 
tion (including  the  collapse  of  a community  coalition)  was 
detailed  in  an  intriguing  Bay  Guardian  article  "Up  Against 
the  Wall"  (1/24/86). 

Several  landmarks  not  Included  in  that  article  can  be 
observed  in  the  course  of  this  journey  through  malaise,  l.e. 
the  mutual  suspicion  and  consequent  double  fizzle  of  1979 
highrisc  and  rent-control  initiatives,  the  summary 
dissolution  of  the  1983  coalition  that  nearly  passed  Prop.  M 
and  the  Guardian's  own  role  in  the  scuttling  of  1983's 
insurgent  Prop  F. 

Even  rent  control,  achieved  only  through  the  heroic 
efforts  of  landlord-provocateur  Angelo  Sanglacomo  (who 
gleefully  abused  his  tenants  in  Nob  Hill  and  Pacific  Heights 
with  the  same  abandon  lesser  and  less  celebrated  ogres 
torment  renters  in  the  Mission)  proved  a mixed  blessing. 
Because  no  limit  exists  on  the  amount  rente  can  be  raised 
when  vacated,  an  epidemic  of  strange  evictions  festered, 
culminating  in  the  Mayor's  veto  of  vacancy  control  sustained 
by  Supes  Renne,  Molinari,  Maher  and  Hongisto  (who  allowed 
himself  to  be  excused  from  the  voting,  knowing  protocol 
interpreted  this  as  supporting  the  veto). 
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Editor , 

I would  like  to  propose  the  establishment  of  a Legis-’ 
lative  Freeze  Movement. 

Just  as  the  nuclear  freeze  acts  to  hold  atomic  weapons 
at  the  current  level,  the  legislative  freeze  would  limit  the 
total  number  of  laws  in  force  as  of  today.  We  know,  in  both 
cases,  that  a drastic  reduction  would  be  better,  but  we  are 
realists.  Small  steps  are  more  possible,  and  we  at  least 
can  start  the  journey. 

The  freeze  would  apply  to  all  legislative  bodies; 
village  boards,  town  and  city  boards  of  supervisors  and 
aldermen,  county  and  state  legislatures,  yea,  even  unto 
Congress  Itself. 

The  freeze  would  not  prohibit  the  passage  of  new  laws. 
That  would  be  unrealistic;  while  waiting  ultimate  perfection 
of  human  nature,  we  concede  the  need  for  some  laws.  The 
purpose  of  the  legislative  freeze  Is  to  improve  the  quality 
and  control  the  quantity  of  those  laws. 

The  essence  of  the  freeze  Is  this:  for  each  new  law 
which  a body  wishes  to  pass,  they  must  repeal  an  old  one. 
The  two  laws  need  not  pertain  to  the  same  subject;  we  seek  a 
quantitative  effect;  one  for  one.  The  passage  and  repeal 
must  be  linked;  they  must  be  voted  on  together.  If  the 
signature  of  an  administrator  (president,  mayor,  whatever) 
Is  required,  they  must  be  signed  together. 

The  mechanics  of  choosing  the  law  to  be  repealed  Is 
left  to  the  legislative  body  Involved.  Perhaps  a sort  of 
lottery  would  work;  put  all  the  old  laws  In  a drum  and  let 
Miss  Legislative  Body  of  the  Year  draw  one. 

All  these  legislators  mean  well,  more's  the  pity.  They 
want  to  protect  us,  mostly  from  ourselves;  what  they've  done 
is  to  create  a body  of  law  that  threatens  to  bury  us;  a 
lawyer  has  become  our  guardian  angel  (at  slightly  higher 
rates).  Support  the  Legislative  Freeze! 

Bill  Milatta 


Dear  Editor, 

Congratulations  on  Bob  Welsblatt's  column  on  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  In  the  August,  1986  issue  In  his  column  "The  China 
Shop,  by  the  Bull."  It  was  beautifully  written  and  the  only 
article  on  the  subject  wbrch  quoted  at  least  part  of  Emma 
Lazarus'  poem,  "The  New  Colossus"  on  the  pedestal  of  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  and  gave  her  credit.  Welsblatt  Is  clearly 
a professional  writer  and  a strong  asset  to  your  newspaper. 

- Ms.  Lee  Heller 


^ The  timely  and  sane  article  by  Pat  C.  Is  first  class. 
It  s about  time  somebody  took  those  supermarket-tablold-llke 
headline  writers  to  task  for  their  erroneous  and  unkind 
sensationalism!  He's  correct.  Cures  are  not  found  over 
nlte  nor  heralded  by  the  popular  press.  'Twill  be  known 
first.  If  at  all.  In  the  professional  publications.  I 
applaud  his  speaking  out. 

This  month's  complaint  dept,  is  amusing  and  yet  so 
true.  Years  ago,  I used  to  do  the  same  thing  In  Milwaukee. 
The  only  incongruity  in  this  story  Is  why  he  tolerated  the 
short  pay  draw.  There  is  no  reason  to.  Mr.  Badd  could  go 
to  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board  for  a start  and  raise 
hell!  In  1975  I worked  as  a security  guard  for  an  Infamous 
Rooshklc  named  Borishov  (approx,  spelling)  who  had  a habit 
of  not  paying  his  employees.  I raised  hell  with  the  NLRB 
and  some  others  and,  In  time,  took  him  to  court  and  won. 
The  same  thing  was  odne  with  another  guard  company  off  of 
Third,  this  an  all  negro  company.  They  "forgot"  to  send  our 
guard  registration  fees  to  Sacramento.  The  bureaucrats 
jumped  all  over  their  arse  and  I got  my  license. 

If  Mr.  Badd  were  a little  more  active  In  getting  his 
do,  and  mayhap  less  vocal,  he'd  do  himself  and  companions  a 
favor.  Still,  it  s an  amusing  piece.  I like  his  style... 
if  not  his  photo. 

Saslkala  Devi  Dasi 


THE  NORTH  MISSION  ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL  MEETING 

Tues.  SEPT.  23  7;30PM. 

EL  BUEN  PASTOR  Church 

439  Guerrero  St.  (nr.lBfh) 

Candidates  for  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  will  come  and 
discuss  the  issues  facing  our 
community  and  answer  questions 
from  the  audience 

And.,  discussion  of  current 
goings  on  in  our  neighborhood 
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ballot  Coat.  froB  p.l 

Around  the  time  of  the  Bay  Guardian  article,  a Vacancy 
Control  Campaign  with  roots  In  the  North  Mission  Association 
and  S.F.  Tenants’  Union  took  form  as  the  legislative  tactics 
stagnated.  Moreover,  neighborhood  merchants,  traditionally 
alow  to  organize,  grew  angered  over  several  we ll'-publlclzed 
incidents  Including  the  eviction  of  the  Good  Life  Grocery  on 
Potrero  Hill  and  the  increasing  displacement  of  small  shops 
and  watering  holes  of  North  Beach.  Yet  another  insurgency, 
consisting  of  the  Independent  Grocers'  Association  and  the 
Humanist  Party  decided  to  bypass  entirely  the  institutional 
merchant  associations  (many  dominated  by  banks,  realtors, 
insurance  brokers  and  similar  traffickers  in  paper). 

The  institutional  left  reacted  cholerlcally  to  this 
amalgam  of  Arabs  and  political  mysterlosos.  Rumors 
developed  that  the  Humanists  were  Moonies  (a  charge 
dismissed  by  Lowell  Streicher  of  the  cult-watching  Freedom 
Counseling  Center).  The  Bay  Guardian  article  warned  that 
Humanist  ballot  initiatives  "will  not  sit  well  with  some  of 
the  established  progressive  groups  in  the  city".  They  were 
denounced  by  the  Revolutionary  Communist  Party  and  their 
headquarters  pipe-bombed  by  a right-wing  extremist. 
Political  analyst  Bruce  Pettit  predicted  that  their 
initiative  would  never  gather  the  needed  signatures. 

By  the  June  election  the  Maoist  principle  of  "heighten- 
ing contradictions"  rose  from  the  maggoty  vault  of  1968. 
Old  Leftists  and  old  New  Leftists  may  recall  this  philosoph- 
ical relic  in  terms  of  that  election  wherein  it  was  held  an 
act  of  political  avant-guardism  to  vote  for  George  Wallace 
in  the  expectation  that  hie  (presumably)  incompetant  fascism 
*vould  be  succeeded  be  revolution  and  utopia. 

Zombie  politics  batted  .333  in  June.  Prop.  E,  in  which 
a neighborhood  organization  rose  up  against  a Felneteln- 
backed  for-profit  housing  development  failed  primariy 
because  many  tenant  leaders  were  intimidated  by  DiFi's 
warning  that  the  initiative’s  victory  would  be  unilaterally 
interpreted  as  a vote  against  affordable  housing  under  any 
circumstances.  Prop.  G,  which  would  have  brought  case-by- 
case evaluation  to  the  apartheid  issue,  was  shipwrecked 
certain  Icftish  opportunists  comfortable  with  the  hoary 
practice  of  issuing  blanket  denunciations  against  evil  from 
the  front-lines  of  Berkeley,  City  Hall  and  Haight  Street. 

But  the  zombies  flopped  when  Quentin  Kopp's  Prop.  F (a 
lame  campaign  reform  measure)  leapfrogged  the  tombstones  of 
the  "heightened  contradictions"  as  did  Prop.  H,  a AIDS 
research  measure  which  the  Halght-Aehbury  News  . conmlngled 


with  the  Apartheid  Boycott  initiative  as  "...  an  assault  on 
the  issues  they  claim  to  advance...  Vote  No,  Nol"  Support  or 
opposition  based  on  personalities  of  the  proponents  is  a 
hallmark  of  the  Institutional  Left,  albeit  a selective 
one...  would  HAN  then  advise  voters  to  reject  the  CAP 
initiative  because  it  is  supported  by  Quentin  Kopp  and 
Angela  Alioto  or  Vacancy  Control,  backed  by  Carol  Silver  and 
Wendy  Nelder? 

Also  rejected  in  June  were  Props.  I and  J,  the 
entreaties  of  a perverse  union  of  downtown  property  owners 
and  pinhead  environmentalists  to  tear  down  the  Embarcadero 
Freeway  for  the  benefit  of  such  aggrieved  citizens  as  the 
owners  of  Embarcadero  Center.* 

Only  when  the  ins,  the  outs,  the  factions  and  the  great 
silent  majority  of  renters,  workers...  San  Franciscans... 
perceived  the  visage  of  evil  on  so  many  campaign  posters  as 
to  preclude  the  distraction  of  the  heightened  contradiction 
was  the  depth  of  the  human  resources  manifest  to  bury 
Proposition  D,  the  Mayor's  civil  service  scam,  which  defeat 
served  notice  that  the  duck  not  only  limped,  it  was  in  need 
of  a prosthetic. 

The  prospect  of  a winning  streak  increased  through  the 
early  summer  with  the  publication  of  polls  showing 
substantial  support  for  all  three  issues...  accountable 
planning,  vacancy  control  and  conmerclal  rent  arbitration. 

A whiff  of  transient  glory...  then  things  fell  apart. 

First  to  expire  was  the  renters'  initiative...  of  its 
own  misdirected  belevolence.  Rather  than  facing  down  other, 
more  conservative  tenant  associations,  the  VCC  invited  them 
into  the  process  whereupon  they  appropriated  the  name,  prom- 
ulgated a high-finance  strategy  antithetical  to  political 
reality  and  gleefully  impaled  the  City's  aggrieved  renters 
on  a golden  spike  with  only  the  prospect  of  a negative  cam- 
paign against  Billy  Maher  to  show  for  hundreds  of  hours  of 
meetings  and  thousands  of  dollars.  Maher,  an  idiot-savant 
able  to  maintain  with  a straight  face  that  vacancy  control 
leads  to  Detroit-style  blight  on  Union  Street  and  the  South 
Bronxlflcation  of  Noe  Valley,  deserves  to  be  shown  the  door, 
but,  as  his  replacement  would  probably  be  either  Tom  Hsieh 
or  Angela  Alioto  (both  confirmed  NO  votes  on  vacancy 
control),  tenants  have  every  right  to  be  scratching  their 
heads  in  dismay  and  whistling  "Is  that  all  there  is?". 

By  August,  representatives  of  the  conservative  tenant 
organizations  were  complaining  about,  the  paucity  of 
volunteers  and  money  to  advance  their  phantom  campaign...  to 
the  surprise  of  absolutely  nobody  involved  in  the  formation 
of  the  original  VCC. 
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The  relative  Impotence  of  the  tenant  strategy 
heightened  as  progressive  would-be  candidates  such  as  former 
Supervisor  and  Port  Coinnlss loner  Jack  Morrison  decided  not 
to  enter  the  race.  Instead,  the  luck  of  Thomas  Hsleh 
abounded...  his  money  not  only  appeared  to  offer  him  a good 
chance  of  election  but  the  Mayor  seemed  ready  to  offer  him 
not  only  the  seat  of  Quentin  Kopp  (In  the  event  of  his 
election  to  State  Senate)  but  that  of  Louise  Renne  (if  she 
accepts  the  City  Attorney  post).  Lawyers  scrambled  to  their 
books  to  determine  whether  or  not  one  person  can  hold  three 
Supervlsoral  seats...  their  findings,  to  date,  are  nebulous. 

Then  the  big  red  pencils  went  to  work  In  earnest! 

Out  went  a nuclear  free  zone  Initiative  which  would  not 
only  have  sunk  the  Missouri  but  also  required  Safeway  & Co. 
to  label  their  Irradiated  corn  and  lambchops.  Its  sponsors 
foolishly  began  circulating  a belated,  castrated  Son  of  the 
Apartheid  Boycott,  fatally  dividing  their  resources*  The 
statewide  campaign  finance  measure  also  came  up  short  to  the 
embarassment  of  Its  highly**pald  consultants. 

Then  there  was  that  stadium... 

Paying  petitioners  to  get  your  issue  on  the  ballot  is  a 
risky  proposition.  It  is  generally  assumed  that  over  12,000 
signatures  assures  you  a place  on  the  ballot,  less  than  ten 
thousand  is  the  Temple  of  Doom.  The  middle  ground  Is  a crap 
shot  and  antl'Stadlum  Supervisor  Honglsto  rolled  snake  eyes. 

His  contractor  decided  to  cut  off  the  process  at  10,600 
John  Hancocks  whereupon  It  was  discovered  that  a Tenderloin 
petition  sub-contractor  had  created  hundreds  of  bogus 
signatures  from  the  telephone  book  or  his  own  fertile 
Imagination.  Honglsto  was  livid  and  his  disposition  did  not 
improve  when  the  contractor  presented  him  with  a bill  for 
the  phony  signatures.  "I'm  not  paying  money  for  someone  to 
make  me  look  like  a [deleted],"  he  fumed. 

The  accountable  planning  (SF  CAP)  and  Save  Our  Neigh- 
borhood Merchants  (SOMN)  (the  commercial  rent  arbitration 
sponsors)  turned  in  fifteen  and  fourteen  thousand 
signatures,  respectively,  to  the  Registrar  of  Voters. 

Brian  Doohan 


2ll8MissioN&  I/^STRtns 

fruNcisco  ca.94IIO 
415-552459? ' 

Serving  Breakfast.  Lunch  ^ Supper 
Espressos.  Desserts.  Beer  and  Wine 
Monday-  Friday  8a.m. -11p.m. 

Saturday  9o.m. — llp.m.  Sunday  10  — 9 


AFTER 


HOURS 


PARTLY 

4 PM  Till.  . . 


SUDdaii, 


„ CEIEBMTE 
"Z'isse  « UBORS 

Special  Drinks 

D.J. 

h©CH€ 

3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA  861-5757 


We’ll  Wash  & Fold  IT 
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MISSION  ST.  COIN  LAUNDRY 
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Dry  Cleaning 
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order 
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Marc  S.  lanowitz 
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Workers  Rights 
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2017  Mission  Street 
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the  ban  runs  its  course? 

All  of  these  questions,  and  more,  need  to  be  answered  Will  the 
planning  department  take  advantage  of  the  next  moratorium  to  get  some 
answers? 

During  the  anti-Deringer  testimony  at  the  Planning  Commission  several 
neighborhood  people  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  a new  Mission  Plan  More 
than  two  years  ago  the  planning  department  told  the  North  Mission 
Association  they  a new  Mission  Plan  was  in  the  works  It  has  died,  in  fact  the 
new  plan  was  never  born.  As  a consequence  the  neighborhood  has  been 
unable  to  point  to  a specific  plan  formulated  with  neighborhood  input,  that 
would  delineate  the  maximum  number  of  fast  food  restaurants  that  would 
be  allowed  the  Mission  and  use  the  plan  to  turn  back  attempts  to  open  more 
fast  food  restaurants 

But  the  proliferation  of  fast  food  restaurants  m the  Mission  as  welt  as 
other  neighborhoods  can  be  at  least  partially  traced  to  the  lack  of  a city-wide 
development  plan  When  the  planning  department  does  attempt  to 
formulate  a plan  whose  scope  lies  beyond  the  boundaries  of  any  single 
neighborhood,  like  the  Neighborhood  Commercial  Rezonmg  Plan,  the 
results  are  Procrustean. 

The  planning  department  is  getting  ready  to  do  a plan  for  the  so  called 
Northeast  Industrial  Zone,  an  area  just  south  of  the  Mission,  as  well  as  a 
study  of  the  area  where  Deringer  proposed  to  build  his  monstrosities  But 
there  are  no  plans  to  study  how  development  in  those  two  areas,  the  North 
Mission  and  the  rest  of  the  Mission  Interact.  Or  how  the  North  Mission 
relates  to  the  Duboce  Triangle,  Upper  Market  and  the  Castro  How  will 
developmental  pressures  In  those  areas  affect  the  North  Mission?  How  will 
a fast  food  ban  in  the  Mission  affect  those  neighborhoods’  How  does 
downtown  development  affect  the  surrounding  neighborhoods  with 
regards  to  demand  for  housing,  upward  pressure  on  rents,  both  commercial 
and  residential’  How  does  it  affect  the  North  Mission  when  to  the  north, 
neighborhoods  are  being  gentrified  at  an  steadily  Increasing  pace’  These 
are  questions  that  most  neighborhoods  have 

As  you  can  see  there  are  many  questions  to  answer,  more  than  can  be 
resolved  by  a simple  one  year  moratorium  on  fast  food  restaurants  The  idea 
for  a moratorium  is  a good  one  because  it  will  give  the  Mission  some 
surcease  from  at  least  one  aspect  of  the  relentless  assault  on  the  character  of 
the  neighborhood  But  more  than  a short-lived  respite  we  need  a 
comprehensive  plan  that  studies  the  Mission  not  like  it  was  an  island  in  the 
city,  unaffected  by  what  goes  on  around  it,  but  rather  determines  how  the 
Mission  fits  into  the  dynamic  environment  that  is  San  Francisco 

And  we  in  the  North  Mission  need  to  begin  taking  a more  global  view  of 
the  problems  facing  the  neighborhood  because  many  of  the  battles  that  we 
fight  are  a direct  result  of  what  has  happened  somewhere  outside  the 
neighborhood. 
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Take  the  hocus-pocus  out  of  spirituality,  learn  to  partici- 
pate directly  with  consciousness  to  effect  change.  Tap 
intuitive  powers,  reduce  stress,  transform  defeatist 
thinking,  health  maintenance,  energy  circle  work,  psychic 
diagnosis  and  healing,  transform  internalized  oppression  or 
privilege  and  move  from  individual  to  collective  conscious- 
ness. Advance  Registration  required!  Sliding  scale.  Call 
for  Special  Needs . 861-683^.  _ ,, 

Five  Monday  evenings  Sept.  8 - Oct.  6,  7:30  PM  and  all 
Cor  nrr.  11.  10  AM  to  6 PM 
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FESTIVAL  LATINO  OPENS  IN  THE  MISSION 


For  the  first  time  since  the  TENAZ  Theatre  Festival  In 
1981,  San  Francisco  will  host  an  International  Latino 
performing  arts  festival,  FESTIVAL  LATINO  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO, 
August  28th  through  September  13th  at  the  Victoria  Theatre, 
16th  and  Mission  Streets  In  San  Francisco.  (Except  for  the 
group  CUMBRE  FLAMENCA,  which  will  be  presented  at  La  Union 
Espanola  Cultural  Center,  2850  Alemany  Street.) 

This  year's  premiere  season  of  FESTIVAL  LATINO  IN  SAN 
FRANCISCO  will  bring  together  theatre  and  dance  groups  from 
SPAIN,  BRAZIL,  COLOMBIA,  the  U.S.  and  ARGENTINA,  most  of 
them  performing  for  the  first  time  in  the  U.S.  and  on  the 
West  Coast. 

The  Festival  Latino  in  San  Francisco  Is  being  presented 
by  Avll-Es  Productions  in  conjunction  with  La  Union  Espanola 
and  La  Raza  Graphics  Center.  The  Festival  Is  one  of  five 
satellite  Festivals  to  the  Joseph  Papp  New  York  Shakespeare 
Festival's  "Festival  Latino  In  New  York",  the  largest  Latino 
cultural  event  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  Other  Festivals  are 
being  presented  In  Washington  D.C.,  Puerto  Rico,  Canada  and 
Mexico.  Festival  Latino  in  New  York  Is  in  its  10th  year, 
and  this  year  alone  is  bringing  over  25  groups  from  Europe, 
Latin  America  and  the  U.S.  to  perform  in  New  York  City.  The 
Festival  in  New  York  also  hosts  a Latin  American  film  and 
viceo  Festival  with  over  150  works. 

An  Impressive  list  of  Internationally  renowned  groups 
has  been  assembled  for  the  San  Francisco  Festival. 

They  Include: 

Augost  28th,  29th  and  30th  - 8 PM  at  La  Union  Espanola 
Cultural  Center,  2850  Alemany  Blvd.  in  San  Francisco. 

CUMBRE  FLAMENCA  from  SPAIN,  the  most  outstanding  of 
Spain's  Flamenco  dancers  and  musicians.  Assembled  each  year 
by  the  Spanish  Ministry  of  Culture  to  tour  internationally 
representing  Spain's  Flamenco  tradition,  a rich  cultural 
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IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


OIREO  FROM  SPAIN! 

CUMBRE  FLAMENCA -August  28, 29, 30  8pm 

La  Uni6n  Espanola  2850  Alemony  Blvd.,  SF 
join's  greotesf  Flamenco  donee  & music  w/Crisl6bol  Reyes, 
(.ormen  Cories,  Lo  Toll  ond  Lo  Toleo. 

Sept  4 & S 8pm 

Colombia^  TEATRO  EXPERIMENTAL  U MAMA 

Los  Tiempos  Del  Puido  iNoisy  Times!  Surreol  dromo  w/humor  & mwsK 

Sepf  6 & 7 8pm 

Brozil'i  GRUPO  DELTA  D€  TEATRO 

Todo  Nude;  Sera  Cosfigodo  (All  Nudity  Will 
Be  Punished)  A sensuol  musicol  Ery  Nelson 
Jlodrigue:  Winner  ol  24  owards 

Sept  11  & 12  8pm 

Ar9entina^  ANA  MARIA  STEKELAWN 

Jo/mines— 0 Tango-ballet  by  Argentmos 
foremost  doncer-choreogropher 

Sept  13  8pm 

US.A.^  CULTURE  CLASH  Street-wise 
comedy  from  S.Fs  Mission  District 

VICTORIA  THEATRE 

16lb  & Mission  St  (except  Cumbre  Fhmeocol 
Tickets.  $1?  odrance;  S14  door— BASS  & STBS 
1$I7  Combre  Flomenca) 

Info:  647-6W  or  648^30. 


863-68  9 0 333  DOLORES  ST 


blend  of  gypsy,  Moorish  and  Andalucian-influenced  song, 
mueic  and  dance.  If  you've  ever  wanted  to  see  Flamenco  at 
its  best,  this  is  the  group  to  see. 

Septeidber  4tb  and  5th  * 8 PM  at  the  Victoria  Theatre,  16th 
and  Mission  Streets  in  San  Francisco. 

TEATRO  EXPERIMENTAL  LA  MAMA  from  Colombia.  One  of 
Latin  America's  best  known  theatres  of  experimental  and 
political  theatre,  La  Mama  has  been  performing  its  biting 
and  unrelenting  attacks  on  the  powers  that  hold  sway  in 
Colombia  and  around  the  world  in  the  streets  and  slums  of 
Bogota  for  18  years  despite  police  harassment,  lack  of 
governmental  funding  and  the  shutting  down  of  their  theatre 
and  offices. 

Their  current  production,  "Los  Tiempos  del  Ruldo" 
(Noisy  Times  of  Times  of  Clamor),  a collective  creation 
directed  by  Eddy  Armando,  is  a surreal  look  at  the  events 
celest ia 1 , material  and  spiritual  --  surrounding  a hit  and 
run  accident  in  the  streets  of  Bogota. 

Septeaber  6tb  rad  7th  - 8 PM  at  the  Victoria  Theatre 

GRUPO  DELTA  DE  TEATRO  from  BRAZIL  presents  "Toda  Nudez 
Sera  Castlgada"  (All  Nudity  Will  Be  Punished).  A musical 
bleinding  of  Tango,  Bolero,  Rumba  and  other  sounds  of  Brazil 
in  the  late  forties  and  early  50's,  "Toda  Nudez...  " is  a 
look  at  the  hypocrisy  and  conflict  of  sexual  and  family 
values  during  a period  of  upheaval.  The  play  was  written  by 
Nelson  Rodrigues,  known  as  "the  father  of  Brazilian  tragedy" 
and  perhaps  Brazil's  greatest  playwright. 

"Toda  Nudez...  " and  Grupo  Delta  won  24  awards  last 
year.  Including  Best  Group,  Best  Play,  Best  Script  and  Best 
Choreography,  at  the  National  Theatre  Festival  in  Brazil. 
Septeaber  11th  rad  12tb  - 8 PM  at  the  Victoria  Theatre 

ANA  MARIA  STEKELMAN  AND  COMPANY  from  ARGENTINA  In 
"Jazmines".  Ana  Maria  Stekelman  is  one  of  Argentina's  most 
renowned  dancers  and  choreographers,  founder  and  director  of 
the  Grupa  Danza  Contemporanea  in  Buenos  Aires  and  former 
first  dancer  with  the  prestigious  Arraiz  Company  in  that 
country.  "Jazmines",  a tango-ballet,  is  Ms.  Stekelman's 
exploration  of  the  roots  of  Argentinian  dance.  Its  imagery 
has  been  compared  to  Fritz  Lang's  expressionist  films  of  the 
30's  and  the  piece  Itself  is  set  between  the  two  World  Wars. 
Septe^er  13th  - 8 PM  at  the  Victoria  Theatre 

CULTURE  CLASH  from  SAN  FRANCISCO,  a group  of  four 
streetwise  comedians,  two  Chlcanos  and  two  Salvadorcnos 
Including  Herbert  Siguenza,  Richard  Montoya,  Ricardo  "Sllc" 
Salinas  and  Jose  Antonio  Burciaga.  Using  skits,  stand-up, 
rap,  break-dancing,  satire,  improv  and  impersonation,  these 
"home-boys"  help  put  the  enchilada  back  in  America. 

(An  infra-red  headphone  system  is  being  installed  in 
the  Victoria  especially  for  the  performances  of  LA  MAMA  and 
GRUPO  DELTA  in  order  to  provide  simultaneous  translation  of 
those  performances ) . 

FESTIVAL  LATINO  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  may  mark  a turning 
point  for  Latino  performing  arts  in  the  Bay  Area.  There  is 
growing  evidence  throughout  the  Mission  and  the  Bay  Area  of 
a resurgence  of  Latino  theatre  and  dance.  Note  the  recent 
popularity  of  Flamenco  performances,  the  downtown  success  of 
Tango  Argentlno,  and  the  popularity  throughout  the  Bay  of 
Culture  Clash.  And  now  with  Tcatro  de  la  Esperanza  making 
their  home  in  San  Francisco,  the  recent  renovation  of  La 
Raza  Graphics  and  the  poetry  performances  there,  and  the 
long-awaited  re-opening  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  in 
addition  to  the  bringing  of  FESTIVAL  LATINO  to  San 
Francisco  we  may  be  seeing  an  ongoing  upsurge  of  Latino  per- 
forming arts  activity  once  again  in  the  City.  Let's  hope  so. 

Tickets  for  FESTIVAL  LATINO  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  are  $12 
for  each  show  in  advance,  and  $14  at  the  door.  (Cumbre 
Flamenca  is  $17  all  tickets.)  Tickets  can  be  bought  through 
BASS  and  STBS,  as  well  as  at  La  Raza  Graphics  Center,  938 
Valencia. 

For  more  Information,  call  647-6141  or  648-0930. 
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ARMORY  POLL 

On  August  14,  the  City  of  San  Francisco  wrote  the  State 
of  California  expressing  an  interest  to  acquire  and  develop 
the  14th  and  Mission  Armory  building.  Negotiations  cxntinue 
to  take  place  between  Mission  crmnunity  organizations,  the 
City  and  pjotential  tenants  and  developers. 

On  the  downside,  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Housing  and 
Econcmic  E)evelopnent  again  seems  to  be  vacillating  on  the 
payment  of  already-Cdimitted  UDAG  funds  (see  NMN,  July), 
'rtiey  are  still  contending  that  over  $2  million  can  be  paid 
for  projects  in  the  HlssIgd  as  opposed  to  those  undertaken 
by  M1&&1GR  organizations.  Under  the  former  interpretation, 
the  Armory  could  be  developed  by  outside  interests  without 
any  jobs  or  benefits  going  to  the  North  Mission  carmunity. 

Below  is  a poll  vrtiich  the  North  Mission  News  wants  you 
to  fill  out  and  either  mail  to  our  offices  at  3004  16th 
Street  by  Sept.  20  or  bring  to  the  North  Mission  Association 
meeting  on  the  23rd.  Government  officials,  developers  and 
ocmnunity  organizations  have  been  batting  about  a variety  of 
uses . . . what  do  you  think  about  them?  You  can  write  in 
other  selections  or  add  ocmnents  on  a separate  sheet  of 
paper.  Also...  please  write  Bill  Witte,  care  of  MOHED,  100 
larkin  Street,  SF  94102  enphasizing  that  the  UDAG  funds  and 
Armory  development  must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  ccmnunity. 

**********  ■k**ie'kirk-k'k’k**i(irk*ie’kirki{ieic**ic*ici(ie’kirk*****irkirk*ick-k-kic-kif 
PROPOSED  ARMORY  USE  FAVOR  OPPOSE 

An  entertainment  center  - for  music, 
arts,  sports  etc... 

Office  development  - similar  to  that 
In  the  financial  district... 

Office  development  - restricted  to 
nonprofit  or  community  use... 

Industrial  development  • for  jobs 
like  printing,  garment,  factory... 

A film  production  studio... 

Educational  use  - public,  like  part 
of  CCSF  or  private,  like  New  Coll... 

Hlgh'class  shopping  center  - with 
expensive  boutiques  like  Cannery... 

Public  market  - lower  rent  shopping, 
farmer's  or  flea  market... 


Museum  use  - City  museum,  cable  car 

museum,  Mexican  museum 

Otlfer  (use  additional  sheets  of  paper) 
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QuanYin 
Acupuncture 
& Herb  Center 

of  San  Francisco 

A community-oriented  healing  center  offering 
Acupuncture,  Chinese  Herbs,  Shiatsu  massage, 
and  Classical  Homeopathy  in  a supportive 
environment.  Sliding  fee  scale. 

M-W-F  9a.m.— 7p.m. 

T-Th  9a.m.  — lOp.m- 
Sot.  9:30  o.m. - 2: 30  p.  m. 

513  Valencia  at  16th  861-1101 


SAM  FRAMCISCO  AIDS  ALTBRHATIVB  HEALHIG  PIDJKCT  UPDATE 

- by  Misha  Cohen 


The  SFAAHP  has  expanded  tremendously  over  the  past  four 
months  with  several  new  energetic  members.  Many  new 
projects  are  in  the  works. 

The  comprehensive  program  for  people  recently  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  is  almost  filled  to  capacity.  The  program  has 
about  15  participants  as  of  the  date  of  publication. 

We  are  sponsorping  groups  for  healing  led  by  Sequoia 
Lundy,  Lynn  Johnson  and  Rinaldo  Iturrlno.  On  Saturday, 
Sept.  27  and  Sunday,  Sept.  28,  the  SFAAHP  and  Quan  Yin  are 
sponsoring  "Paths  to  Wholeness",  an  Intensive  workshop  for 
practitioners  and  others  working  with  people  diagnosed  with 
AIDS  and  ARC.  The  presenters  are  Misha  Cohen,  O.M.D.,  C.A. 
and  Alan  Brickman  M.A.  It  is  a training  program  based  on  the 
comprehensive  approach  to  AIDS  developed  by  Misha  and  Alan. 

On  August  1st,  we  opened  the  phone  referral  service  for 
information  on  alternative  approaches  to  AIDS.  You  can  now 
get  information  and  referrals  for  holistic  health  practi- 
tioners including  physicians,  chiropractors,  meditation 


teachers,  acupuncturists  and  therapists.  We  are  still 
accepting  membership  in  the  referral  service  and  donations 
to  cover  costs.  Call  558-9292  for  referrals.  We  need  your 
tax-deductible  donations  to  keep  our  f 

Please  write  your  checks  or  money  orders  to  SFAAHP/Capp 
Street  and  send  them  to  SFAAHP  c/o  Quan  Yin,  513  Valencia, 
San  Francisco,  California  94110. 


We  win  help  you 
assert  your  legal 
right  to  live  in 
decent  and  safe 
housing. 


West  Boy  Law  CoUectiTe 
2017  MUsion  Street.  Suite  300 
San  Francisco.  California  94110 
Telephone:  (41S)  621-0438 


I don't  know  who  this  vato  is,  but  every  Saturday  night 
I used  to  hear  him  on  Capp  St.  making  animal  sounds  right 
out  of  the  Rainforest.  Monkeys,  parrots,  snakes,  a swooping 
hawk,  you  name  it,  this  guy  could  do  it.  Anybody  know  this 
man,  tell  him  he's  some  artist.  Poetry  From  The  Hearts  of 
America  continues  its  poetry  readings  August  27th  with 
"Sonldos  de  los  Barrios"  by  Piri  Thomas  and  Allen  Cohen's 
‘'Dream,  Love  & Death  and  What  They  Could  Do  For  The  Pure 
Mind." 


Beein  now  preparing  for  visits  from  loved-ons.  Galerla 
e la  Raza  will  be  having  its  annual  Dla  De  Los  Muertos 
eceptlL  "Celebrating  Life  With  The  Dead'  on  November  2nd. 

candlelight  procession  from  Garfield  Park  will  begin  the 
estivities.  Last  year,  altars  sprinkled  the 
lundreds  lead  by  XIPETOTEC,  an  Aztec  Dancegroup  from  Mexico 
:ity  who  kept  up  an  unrelenting  heat  of  ritual 
iDirit  conjuring.  If  you  haven't  seen  these  guys  yet,  don  t 
liL  them.^  I learned  more  about  Aztecs  in  one  f 

ihlf-full  of  history  books.  Call  Sal  Garcia  at  the  Galerla 

'f  ro?:tingent®rf're’^n,lcano/Latlno  Eacrltores  should  be 
irifting  back^from  Mexico  about  now:  Francisco 
>ablo  Gutierrez  and  Rodrigo  Reyes.  If  you  see  them  sipping 
=offee  at  the  Boheme  or  bending  elbows 

about  the  Tenaz  Theatre  Festival  held  this  year  in 
Cuernavaca  They  should  be  waist-deep  in  experience,  ideas 
and  reviews  wS  will  probably  be  published  1"  the  nex 
issue  of  Humanlzarte.  It  is  even  rumored  that  they  enticed 
the  great  Mexican  Poet^Elias  Nandlno  to 


CAFE  LA  BOHEME 


on  24th  St  at  Mission 


ODE  TO  FEDERICO  GARCIA  LORCA* 


PABLO 

NERUDA 

Asi  e$  la  vida,  Federico,  aquf  tienes 
las  cosas  que  te  puede  ofrecer  nu  amistad 
de  melancdlico  var6n  varonil. 

Ya  sabes  per  ti  mismo  muchas  cosas, 
y otras  iris  sabiendo  lentamcnte. 


lO 


Ferentz 


WORST 

NEW 

MEDIUM 


The  wind  blew  in  from  the  Anza  Borrago  desert,  picking 
up  dust  along  the  way,  swirling  it  and  adding  more, 
churning,  carrying  it  far  across  the  mesas  of  Southern 
California,  over  shopping  centers  and  freeway  dividers. 
Ignoring  the  neon  signs  on  roadways  warning  of  traffic 
conditions  ahead;  picking  up  dust  and  giving  it  form  and 
texture,  finally  depositing  It  as  a completed  building,  a 
self-contained  unit  complete  with  parking  lot  on  the  corner 
of  Folsom  and  14th  street  designated  the  Pay  n_  Pak 
Warehouse  Outlet. 

^ THe” sun  rose  slowly  this  morning,  winking  on  and  oft 
behind  the  clouds  as  if  deciding  whether  or  not  to  pose  the 
question;  what's  the  media  critic  doing  writing  about  the 
Pay  n'  Pak? 

Which  forces  me  to  ask,  "Is  the  Pay  n'  Pak  really  a 

store?"  , , ^ , 

I discovered  It  at  night  and  circled  the  building 
several  times.  It  took  up  nearly  a whole  block,  clashing 
dramatically  with  a Victorian  house  to  one  side.  Designer 
lines  painted  on  the  building  collided  with  a curved  bay 
window.  It  had  stripes,  reminiscent  of  the  markings  on  the 
shoulder  of  a military  jacket.  I wondered  what  the  effect 
would  be  by  daylight,  so  I resolved  to  go  back  and  find  out. 

I went  there  the  next  day.  Standing  in  awe  in  front  of 
the  entrance  I gaped  like  a tourist  at  this  uncharacteristic 
sight.  Sure,  I'd  seen  places  like  this  many  times,  but  not 
quite  so  close  to  home.  Folsom  Street  was  meant  for  older 
things,  houses  and  cottage  industries,  not  concept  stores. 

Pay  n'  Pak  is  a concept  store,  if  it  is  anything. 
Superficially,  it  is  a place  to  buy  building  materials, 
carpentry  stuff  and  do-it-yourself  stuff,  something  in 
between  an  outlet  for  professional  tradespeople  and  novices 
who  work  on  the  weekends  following  the  step-by-step 
directions  that  come  in  the  package.  But  what  it  is  selling 
is  not  simply  materials,  it  is  a whole  way  of  life. 

That  way  of  life  can  be  seen  in  the  orange  and  white 
striped  uniforms  the  cashiers  wear.  They  arc  part  of  the 
overall  design  scheme,  making  the  employees  into  fixtures  of 
the  store,  much  like  the  merchandise.  The  light  switches 
they  sell  click  on, and  off,  the  fans  move  air  and  the  saws 
cut  wood.  The  employees  in  their  outfits  smile  and  answer 
questions. 

It  is  a patriotic  attitude  for  some  reason  deemed 
necessary  by  the  creators  of  Pay  n'  Pak.  Robert  Warshow,  a 
media  critic  from  the  1950's,  said  that  patriotism  has 
something  to  do  with  making  everybody  look  happy.  On  the 
fourth  of  July,  for  example,  everybody  is  trained  to  go 


outside  and  wave  little  flags  and  smile.  Smiling,  as  a 
media  image,  is  patriotic. 

Which  is  what  the  orange  and  white  uniforms  are  for... 
the  owners  of  the  store  want  everybody  to  look  bright  and 
cheerful  and,  even  worse,  friendly  and  efficient.  This  is 
the  same  strategy  used  so  effectively  by  McDonald's,  who 
took  it  about  as  far  as  it  could  go.  They  made  their  image 
into  a symbol  for  America  itself,  using  designed 
environments,  uniforms,  smiles  and  flags.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  McDonald's  flag  often  flies  from  the  same 
pole  as  the  American  flag  Itself.  This  is  something  a lot 
of  other  countries  would  not  tolerate.  It  is  in  questionable 
taste,  from  the  standpoint  of  national  pride,  but  it  is 
effective  advertising. 

Pay  n'  Pak,  while  not  as  aggressive  as  McDonald's, 
rides  the  same  wave.  With  a populace  already  used  to  a 
proliferation  of  reductivist  cheerful  imagery,  their  orange 
and  white  uniforms  combined  with  the  total  design  plan  of 
the  store  and  its  grounds  make  them  part  of  a larger  concept 
of  what  it  means  to  be  American.  This  concept  essentially 
claims  that  the  role  of  the  individual  in  society  is  to  make 
consumer  decisions.  This  is  supposed  to  be  done  in  places 
like  Pay  n'  Pak,  which  are  non-threatening  because  they  are 
totally  predictable.  They  remind  me  of  my  old  boss.  Chuck. 

Chuck  was  the  manager  of  a restaurant.  Whenever  you 
got  in,  regardless  of  what  time  of  day  it  was,  you  were 
supposed  to  ask  Chuck  how  he  was. 

"How  are  you.  Chuck,"  I'd  ask. 

"Perfect!"  came  the  inevitable  response.  He  could  have 
been  dying,  but  he'd  say  that. 

And  he'd  expect  you  to  believe  him.  This  business  of 
smiling  can  be  disastrous,  though.  It  is  an  emphasis  on 
public  relations  that  has  gotten  out  of  hand.  It  makes  it 
hard  to  tell,  through  the  smiles,  when  something  has  gone 
wrong. 

Ronald  Reagan  will  smile  when  he  finally  leaves  the 
White  House.  He  will  be  smiling  for  the  cameras  and  his 
smile  will  be  seen  by  the  millions  of  homeless  people  he 
refers  to  as  "campers".  He  will  be  smiling  about  the 
condition  of  the  world  while  international  relations  are  at 
their  worst  point  in  history.  He  will  probably  hum  a little 
tune  while  he  jingles  some  Krugerrands  in  his  pocket. 

Many  people  warm  in  a job  will  hum  the  same  tune...  and 
continue  to  hum  until  they  can  no  longer  Ignore  the  harsh 
economy. 
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NORTH  BEACH  HOT 
FIGHTS  BACK 


LOONY 

LANDLORD 


The  tenants  of  the  Entella 
Hotel  in  North  Beach  recently 
banded  together  to  successfully 
fight  a proposed  rent  increase 
by  landlord  A1  Duchi.  They've 
also  petitioned  for*  a rent  de- 
crease on  the  grounds  that 
their  services  have  been  re- 
duced since  a new  irianagement 
group  took  over  in  May. 

Located  directly  above 
Wolfgang's  nightclub  at  905  Co- 
lumbus, the  Entella  tenants 
have  a proud  history  and  strong 
sense  of  community.  Thus  their 
dismay  when  this  Spring  Duchi 
leased  the  hotel  to  the  Patel 
family  and  the  tenants  found 
themselves  suddenly  without  a 
lobby,  front  desk  security,  or 
management  representative  to 
whom  they  could  take  their  con- 
cerns. 

A series  of  residents 
meetings  ensued,  and  were  well- 
attended  by  over  half  of  the 
tenants  in  this  74-unit  build- 
ing, They  drew  up  a list  of 
problems,  picked  a name  and 
spokesperson,  and  decided  on  a 
2-pronged  strategy.  Their  first 
order  of  business  was  to  fight 
the  proposed  rent  increase,  and 
towards  this  end  they  began 
compiling  their  evidence. 

In  the  petition  that  Mr, 
Duchi  had  filed  with  the  Rent 
Board  to  pass  through  certain 
alleged  increases  in  operating 
expenses,  he  had  made  numerous 
errors  in  calculating  the 
tenants'  projected  rent 
increases.  The  Entella  res- 
idents painstakingly  documented 
these  mistakes,  throwing  into 
question  the  very  figures  on 
which  the  petition  was  based. 
More  importantly,  they  argued 
that  it  was  inappropriate  to 
request  a rent  increase  at 
a time  when  many  of  their  ser- 
vices were  being  reduced  or 
el iminated. 

At  the  Rent  Board  hearing 
for  Mr.  Duchi's  petition,  so 
many  Entella  residents  showed 
up  that  the  hearing  had  to  be 
moved  to  a larger  auditorium 
upstairs  in  the  Fell  St.  build- 
ing. After  brief  presentations 
by  Mr.  Duchi  and  the  tenants* 
spokesperson,  each  resident  got 
up  in  turn  and  spoke  their 
piece.  Though  originally  Mr. 
Duchi  had  requested  reimburse- 
ment for  things  like  garbage, 
water,  and  repair  bills,  by  the 
end  of  the  hearing  he  had  with- 
drawn all  of  these  except  his 
insurance  costs,  which  he 
claimed  had  jumped  some  800%. 


(His  original  request  of  an  11% 
increase  was  eventually  trimmed 
back  to  under  7%  by  the  hearing 
officer,  4%  of  that  was  the  al- 
lowable yearly  raise  which 
needs  no  justification.) 


The  tenants  are  now  pre- 
paring their  reduction  in  ser- 
vices petition  for  the  Rent 
Board.  In  addition  to  the 
questions  of  the  lobby  and  se- 
curity, the  tenants  are  raising 
the  issues  of  noise  from  Wolf- 
gang's, and  transient  clien- 
tele. In  1983,  Wolfgang's  began 
doing  rock  and  roll  shows, 
quite  a change  from  the  mellow 
folk  acts  formerly  presented  by 
the  old  Boardinghouse.  In  a 
letter  dated  December  10,  1983, 
one  tenant  wrote  to  Wolfgang's 
management,  "on  some  weeknights 
the  unloading  process  takes  til 
4 a.m.  It  takes  place  in  the 
alley  right  under  my  window, 
and  there  Is  often  yelling  and 
crashing  of  cymbals  and  vans 
parked  with  engines  running  and 
rowdy  after-concert  people  who 
get  into  fights  and  throw 
bottles. " 

Two  weeks  later  V/olfgang's 
responded  in  writing  to  the 
tenants  complaints,  saying 
"When  we  originally  spoke  with 
the  landlord,  we  did  make  a 
point  of  explaining  that  some 
of  our  shows  could  be  loud,  not 
like  the  types  of  shows  the 
Boardinghouse  had  presented-  He 
indicated  that  this  would  not 
be  a problem  for  him,  or  for 
his  tenants.  However,  we  are 
finding  that  this  is  not  the 
case. " 

The  issue  of  transient 
clientele  revolves  around  man- 
agement's recent  push  to  rent 
rooms  by  the  night  and  week, 
thereby  destroying  the  residen- 
tial feel  of  the  hotel.  (How 
would  you  like  it  if  your  land- 
lord started  renting  out  the 
spare  bedroom  in  your  flat  by 
the  night  to  people  you'd  never 
seen?)  The  hotel  conversion  or- 

Continued  p,2 
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On  Friday  morning,  July 
11,  I awoke  to  the  sound  of 
breaking  glass.  My  first 
thought  was  that  the  garbage 
trucks  had  arrived,  and  were 
picking  up  an  unusually  heavy 
load.  The  sound  continued,  how- 
ever, so  I got  up  to  see  what 
was  going  on. 

By  this  time  I began  to 
hear  some  people  yelling.  I 
walked  out  to  Folsom  Street  and 
saw  a strangely  comical  yet 
sickening  sight.  A man,  pur- 
ported to  be  the  landlord,  was 
throwing  a family's  entire  be- 
longings out  the  top  floor  win- 
dows of  a flat  across  the  way 
and  into  the  street. 

As  I watched,  the  articles 
rained  down  upon  the  sidewalk — 
chairs,  family  pictures, 
clothes,  baby  toys.  The  yelling 
I heard  was  the  cries  of  some 
angry  pedestrians  who  had 
narrowly  missed  being  smashed 
by  a couch. 

An  hour  later  the  man  had 
finished  his  task,  leaving  a 
huge  pile  of  the  former 
tenant's  posessions  laying  on 
the  sidewalk.  I walked  over  to 
investigate.  Already  people 
from  the  neighborhood  were 
picking  through  the  belongings 
and  walking  off  with  different 
items.  One  man  who  seemed  to  be 
connected  with  the  building  en- 
couraged me  to  help  myself  to 
anything  on  the  sidewalk.  "Free 
garage  sale,"  he  said.  "Take 
your  pick."  He  was  silent  when 
I asked  where  all  the  items  had 
come  from.  Continued  p.2 

TO  HANDBOOK 
READY 

The  San  Francisco  Tenants 
Union  is  proud  to  announce  the 
publication  of  it's  long- 
awaited  Tenants  Rights  Hand- 
book, sixty  pages  of  easy-to- 
read  advice  about  every  aspect 
of  tenant/landlord  law,  includ- 
ing the  first  comprehensive 
pro-tenant  look  at  San  Fran- 
cisco Rent  Control. 

Available  to  Tenants  Union 
members  only,  the  Handbook  is 
written  by  and  for  non-attor- 
neys. It  makes  a handsome  addi- 
tion to  the  already  attractive 
SFTU  membership  packet,  which 
also  includes  one  year  of  free 
member-only  phone  counseling, 
priority  in-office  counseling, 
and  a subscription  to  our  news- 
letter the  Tenant  Times. 


LOONY  LANDLORD  LETTERS 


NEWSCLIPS 


r.ooking  through  the  heap 
on  the  sidewalk,  I formed  a 
picture  of  a poor  Latino 
family.  There  were  some 
Polaroid  snapshots  of  children, 
a pair  of  old  car  seats,  a lot 
of  blue  milk  crates,  and  some 
cheap  pots  and  pans. 

Friday  evening  T spotted 
an  S.F.P.D.  cruiser  parked  in 
front  of  the  house.  They  were 
responding  to  a complaint  about 
the  mess,  and  I was  informed 
that  the  police  would  refer  the 
case  to  the  Health  department 
who  would  probably  levy  a fine 
for  dumping.  The  next  day  a red 
dumpster  appeared  on  the  street 
adjacent  to  the  property,  and 
was  subsequently  filled  with 
the  remaining  materials  from 
the  sidewalk.  ANON.  TU  MEMBER 


INTEREST  DDE 
ON  DEPOSITS 


Many  of  us  are  so  busy 
working  to  make  enough  money  to 
pay  the  rent  we  may  have  lost 
sight  of  the  instances  where 
the  landlord  has  to  pay  us. 
Unfortunately  many  landlords 
have  conveniently  forgotten 
this  also.  However,  Sept.l, 
1986  marks  the  third  anniver- 
sary of  the  beginning  of  5%  in- 
terest accrueing  on  tenant  sec- 
urity deposits  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, If  you  have  been  living 
in  your  SF  apartment,  flat  or 
house  since  September  1,  1983, 
you  should  have  received  three 
5%  interest  payments  on  your 
total  security  deposit  by  now. 

What?  You  haven*t  seen  a 
cent?  (We*re  shocked,  truly 
shocked!)  But  seriously  folks, 
if  you  haven't,  write  your 
landlord  about  their  obliga- 
tions under  Chapter  49  of  the 
SF  Administrative  Code  to  pay 
interest . 

If  you  have  moved  in  since 
the  magic  date  of  9/1/83  you 
are  still  in  luck  if  you  have 
lived  at  least  one  year  in  your 
humble  but  oh  so  expensive 
abode. (And  if  you  moved  in  on, 
say,  April  18,  1 906  , you  do 

not,  sad  to  say,  get  any  back 
interest  before  1983.) 

Your  landlord  should  send 
you  a check,  or  credit  your 
rent  for  this  5%,  at  least  once 
a year.  Please  note  that  your 
security  deposit  is  EVERYTHING 
that  you  payed  to  get  into  the 
apartment  in  the  first  place, 
except  the  first  months  rent. 
This  includes  "cleaning"  depo- 
sit, "security",  and  last 
months  rent. 

HARNEY 


FPITOR, 

Received  your  paper. ..The 
news  of  political  goings  on  is 
of  no  practical  value  to  me. 
This  paper  helps  no  one, in  day 
to  day  dealings  with  landlords. 
How  about  50%  coverage  of  some- 
thing useful. 

This  paper  is  just  a poli- 
tical tract,  a diatribe  of 
people  on  one  end — a far  end — 
of  the  spectrum.  One-sided.  Are 
there  no  good  landlords?  From 
your  perspective,  I guess  not. 
Are  things  really  so  black  and 
white,  one  dimensional,  or  is 
it  just  that  the  paper  is  that 
way? 

What  about  the  huge  group 
that  are  not  radicals  but  still 
have  difficulties  and  need 
help?  We  don't  want  a paper 
with  headlines  asking  what 
Fresno  did  to  "deserve  this 
shit  or  the  rest  of  the  hyper- 
moralistic  blarney.  Grow  up! 

— A READER 

Dear  Reader: 

The  news  of  "political 
goings  on"  should  be  of 
interest  to  tenants  since  most 
of  the  laws  that  regulate 
tenants'  lives  are  determined 
by  the  political  actions  of  the 
real  estate  industry  and  the 
paid  lobbyists  of  that  indus- 
try. 

Whether  or  not  we're 
"radicals"  is  pretty  much 
irrelevant,  as  the  San 
Francisco  Tenants  Union  has 
been  the  major  tenants' 
counseling  service  for  more 
than  fifteen  years.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  do  this  by 
utterly  misreading  the 
interests  of  the  vast  majority 
of  the  tenants  in  San 
Francisco.  AB 

JOIN  THE 
SFTU 


S.F.  CHRONICLE;  The  story 
whose  headline  read  "Bay  Area 
Landlords  Scramble  for  Tenants" 
must  have  been  the  most  mis- 
leading piece  of  so-called 
journalism  to  come  off  an 
editor's  desk  in  years.  In  it, 
they  quote  a real  estate  con- 
sultant, two  landlord  spokes- 
persons, and  an  upper-middle 
income  tenant,  and  try  to  give 
the  impression  that  it's  a ren- 
ter's market  out  there.  As  we 
all  know,  this  is  simply  not 
so . 

The  glum  truth  was  there 
in  the  article  anyway,  if  you 
cared  to  look  hard  enough.  A 
Bay  Area  Council  analyst  noted 
that  "vacancies  in  the  Bay  Area 
are  still  lower  and  rents  still 
higher  than  most  anywhere  else 
in  the  country."  Most  of  the 
good  deals  are  to  be  found  in 
the  suburbs  (Napa,  Sonoma), 
where  recent  construction  has 
nearly  doubled  the  vacancy 
rate.  Any  increase  in  available 
rentals  in  the  City  is  limited 
to  high-priced  neighborhoods 
like  Nob,  Russian,  and  Tele- 
graph Hills. 

Continued  p.3 

HOTEL  FIGHTS 
BACK 

dinance  froze  the  allowable 
"tourist"  (read  transient) 
clientele  for  the  Entella  at 
0%,  yet  a handful  of  rooms  in 
the  hotel  are  currently  being 
rented  to  non- r es i dential 
tenants. 

If  their  showing  in  op- 
position to  the  landlord's 
passthrough  petition  is  any  in- 
dicator, the  tenants  of  the  En- 
tella have  good  reason  to  be 
optimistic.  They  are  a working 
example  of  how  tenant  soli- 
darity can  accomplish  things 
that  isolated  tenants  could 
never  even  attempt.  And  that, 
of  course,  is  the  whole  idea 
behind  the  San  Francisco 
Tenants  Union.  GRANT 


Retrofitted  heating  ducts  like  these  make  the  Entella  Hotel  look 
like  a set  from  the  movie  "Brazil". 


NEWSCLIPS 


The  real  motive  for 
writing  such  an  Orwellian  piece 
of  anti-truth  could  be  gleaned 
from  this  sentence.  "Market  an- 
alysts say  the  oversupply  has 
forced  landlords  to  do  what 
rent  control  has  not  been  able 
to  do:  hold  rents  down  when 

apartments  become  available." 
Peal  estate  interests  and  their 
cohorts  in  the  mainstream  media 
are  so  scared  of  the  current 
groundswell  of  support  for 
vacancy  control  that  they're 
trying  to  head  it  off  at  the 
pass  by  implying  that  the 
checks  and  balances  of  a free 
market  make  VC  unnecessary. 
Since  a vacancy  control  initia- 
tive probably  won't  see  the 
ballot  until  late  1987,  this 
early  defensive  maneuvering  by 
landlords  is  a good  indication 
of  just  how  threatened  they 
feel  by  it,  and  how  important 
it  is  for  us  as  tenants  to  pass 
it. 

S.F.  CHRONICLE:  The  Calif- 
ornia Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
a San  Jose  rent  control  law 
permitting  a tenant's  "finan- 
cial hardship"  to  be  considered 
in  rent  increase  hearings  is 
constitutional.  The  ruling 
clears  the  way  for  other  cities 
with  rent  control  to  add 
similar  hardship  provisions.  In 
San  Jose,  hearing  officers  may 
now  disallow  rent  increases  if 
the  hardship  on  the  tenant 
would  be  too  great. 

San  Jose  Deputy  City 
Attorney  Joan  Gallo  said  "the 
general  principle  involved 
might  also  apply  to  other  hard- 
ship situations,  such  as  laws 
requiring  landlords  to  pay  re- 
location costs  of  tenants." 
Justices  Rose  Bird,  Grodin, 
Broussard,  and  Reynoso  composed 
the  pro-tenant  majority  in  this 
decision.  (Keep  the  justices!) 


ASSOCIATED  PRESS: "A  year 
ago,  Joseph  Mauri  was  an  un- 
known New  Yorker  being  evicted 
from  his  one-room  apartment. 
Today,  he  is  a celebrity  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  was  due  to 
leave  yesterday  on  a 30-day 
tour  as  a guest  of  that  nation. 

The  57-year-old  Mauri  was 
evicted  in  November  from  the 
room  where  he  lived  for  12 
years  and  became  the  star  of  a 
Soviet  documentary  on  New  York 
City  life. 

He  said  he  agreed  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  film  at  the  re- 
quest of  Iona  Andronov,  a New 
York  correspondent  for  the 
Soviet  cultural  journal  Litera- 
turnaya  Gazeta. 

Andronov  wrote  about  Mauri 
when  his  landlady  evicted  him 
from  his  S98-a-month  Manhattan 
apartment  because  she  wanted 
the  space  for  a sewing  room.  He 
moved  into  a tiny  $112-a-month 
room. 

'I  am  a simple  low-key  guy 
who  doesn't  really  like 
attention,*  he  said.  'I  was 
living  quietly  for  many  years 
and  then  my  landlady  started  it 
all.'" 


With  this  month's  column  I 
have  decided  not  to  answer 
questions  from  tenants,  but  to 
write  short  commentaries  on  the 
burning  housing  issues  of  our 
times.  T do  not  mind  answering 
interesting  questions,  but  T 
object  to  having  to  make  up  the 
questions  as  well.  Frankly, 
I'm  just  not  that  witty  all  the 
time.  Readers  are  still 
encouraged  to  submit  questions. 
I will  answer  them  but  I won't 
write  'em  too. 

Our  first  report  this 
month  is  from  Ghana.  In  1982, 
the  government  of  Ft. 
Lieutenant  Jerry  Rawlings 
enacted  rent  control  for  the 
capital  city  of  Accra, 
whereupon  Ghanaian  landlords 
began  using  the  same  tactics 
used  in  the  Bay  Area  to  subvert 
rent  legislation.  In  many  cases 
landlords  simply  demanded 
increased  rents,  assuming  that 
tenants  would  be  unable  or 
unwilling  to  fight  their 
landlords  in  the  notoriously 
slow  Ghanaian  courts. 
Landlords  also  took  their 
properties  off  the  rental 
market  (sound  familiar?), 
leading  the  ruling  PNDC  to 
enact  a compulsory  renting 
bill,  which  required  that 
landlords  rent  their 
properties. 

But  all  this  assumes  that 
there  are  effective  enforcement 
mechanisms,  and  the  purge  of 
the  left  members  of  the  PNDC, 
local  organizations  and  trade 
unions  isn't  likely  to  lead  to 
grassroots  law  enforcement. 
Although  90%  of  Accra's 
population  is  tenants,  both  the 
rent  control  and  compulsory 
let  laws  are  routinely 
violated,  except  in  those  few 
areas  with  functioning  local 
defense  committees. 

Closer  to  home,  you  will 
remember  that  several  months 
ago  we  reported  that  the 
government  of  Cuba  had  decided 
to  allow  both  the  sale  of 
residential  property  and,  in  a 
major  regression, the  renting  of 
residential  space.  What 
happened  was,  of  course, 
exactly  what  I expected — people 
started  speculating  in  real 
estate.  The  speculators,  with 
money  to  burn,  bought  and  sold 
some  six  thousand  houses  in 
Havana  alone.  We  are  pleased  to 
report  that  "free"  housing 
sales  are  no  longer  allowed. 
We  don't  know,  however,  whether 
or  not  the  government  has 
decided  to  end  the  renting  of 
residential  space.  We'll  have 
to  wait  and  see  what  happens 
when  those  revolutionary 
government  officials  start 
evicting  their  tenants  because 
they  aren't  paying  enough  rent. 
Perhaps  we  should  consider 
opening  TU  branch  in  Havana. 


TU  NEEDS 

A FEW  GOOD  FOLKS 

DISTRIBUTION  COORDINATOR:  To 

develop  and  oversee  a small 
crew  of  volunteers  to  deliver 
the  TENANT  TIMES  to  cafes, 
shops,  and  laundromats  through- 
out the  City  (Mission  excepted) 
every  other  month.  Small  fee 
and  perks  to  be  negotiated. 

AD  SALES:  The  TENANT  TIMES 

would  like  to  begin  paying  its 
own  way.  We've  sold  ads  in  the 
past  and  would  like  to  do  it 
again.  If  you  think  you  could 
do  this,  give  us  a call  and 
we'll  discuss  a commission 
rate  and  perks. 

TABLING:  With  our  new  brochure 
and  Handbook,  tabling  can  be  a 
fun  and  effective  way  of 
meeting  people  while  getting 
the  word  out  about  tenants 
rights.  If  you  know  of  an  event 
or  streetcorner  that  would  ben- 
efit from  this  kind  of  TU  out- 
reach, give  us  a call  and  we'll 
set  you  up  with  the  materials 
necessary  to  become  a portable 
information  center. 


POSITION:  Part-time  community 
organizer  (25  hours  a week)  to 
do  education  and  outreach  to 
tenants  in  San  Francisco's  res- 
idential hotels,  with  special 
attention  given  to  the  needs  of 
single-mothers  living  in  those 
hotels. 

SALARY:  $700/month  for  six 

months. 

DUTIES:  1)  Develop  materials 

to  educate  residential  hotel 
tenants  and  single  mothers 
about  their  rights  as  tenants. 
2)  Facilitate  the  formation  of 
tenants  groups  within  these 
hotels.  3)  Arrange  and  lead 
workshops  geared  towards  the 
needs  of  these  tenants.  4)  Do 
the  on-site  outreach  necessary 
to  distribute  information  and 
create  tenants  groups.  5)  Iden- 
tify and  refer  discrimination 
cases  to  the  appropriate 
agencies.  6)  Report  back  to  the 
SFTU  Business  Committee  on 
progress. 

REQUIREMENTS:  1)  Basic  know- 

ledge of  tenants  rights  under 
state  and  local  law.  2)  Ability 
to  work  with  low-income,  fixed- 
income,  and  single-mother 
clients.  3)  Knowledge  of 
Spanish  helpful.  4)  Experience 
with  some  form  of  community  or- 
ganizing. 

Apply  by  sending  a letter 
and  resume  to  the  Office 
Manager  at  the  Tenants  Union. 
Applications  due  October  1, 
1986.  All  things  equal,  TU 
members  will  be  given  priority. 
Affirmative  action,  EOE. 


OPINION:  LET'S 
OUTLAW  EVICTION 

The  shared  assumptions  of 
those  who  set  housing  policy 
and  debate  issues  like  vacancy 
control  are  rarely  questioned, 
even  by  liberal  tenants  groups. 
The  fundamental  injustice  of  a 
property  relation  in  which  one 
person  can  evict  another  from 
their  home,  and  make  a profit 
from  other  people’s  basic  need 
for  shelter,  is  all  too  seldom 
challenged. 

As  an  example,  let's  look 
at  the  July  issue  of  the  Old 
St.  Mary's  Housing  Committee 
newsletter,  the  Renter's  Voice. 
They  qote  Supervisor  Doris 
Ward,  ostensibly  a pro-tenant 
supe,  as  saying  "We  all  want 
landlords  to  see  a fair  gain, 
but  we  don't  want  people  to 
gouge."  Nowhere,  either  in  the 
quotation  or  the  editorial  tone 
of  the  article,  is  the  concept 
of  "a  fair  return  on  property 
investment"  questioned. 

Do  tenants  ever  see  a 
"fair  return"  on  their  rent 
payments?  What's  so  fair  about 
a system  in  which  the  tenant's 
hard-earned  wages  go  towards 
building  the  landlord's  equity, 
and  in  which  the  tenant  gets 
nothing  more  in  return  for 
their  rent  than  a 30-day 
reprieve  from  the  threat  of 
eviction?  Seen  from  the  proper 
perspective,  a "fair  return"  is 
really  just  ruling  class  jargon 
for  the  exploitation  of  the 
poor  by  the  rich. 

Or  take  the  phrases 
"wrongful  eviction"  and  "just- 
cause  eviction".  The  first  is 
redundant,  the  second  a contra- 
diction in  terms.  A landlord 
has  no  more  right  to  displace  a 
person  from  their  home  in  San 
Francisco  than  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment has  to  relocate  thousands 
of  native  americans  from  the 
Biq  Mountain  area.  If  the  more 
than  seven  thousand  S.F. 
evictions  of  1985  were 
perceived  as  having  happened  en 
masse,  rather  than  as  (seeming- 
ly) Isolated  incidents,  the 
comparison  would  be  even  more 
accurate,  and  the  public  out- 
rage far  greater. 

In  what  framework,  then, 
should  the  housing  debate  be 
argued?  what  alternative  set  of 
assumptions  should  tenants 
share  if  the  current  ones  are 
to  be  rejected?  For  starters, 
eviction  must  be  recognized  for 
what  it  is — a crime  against 
humanity.  Just  as  wage-slavery 
robs  the  workers  of  their  dig- 
nity and  self-determination  in 
the  workplace,  so  rent-slavery 
and  the  everpresent  threat  of 
eviction  robs  tenants  of  their 
right  to  a secure  home. 


Let's  fantasize  for  a 
moment  and  speculate  on  the  ef- 
fects of  outlawing  eviction. 
V7hat  would  happen  if  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco 
legislatively  prohibited  evic- 
tions of  any  kind?  First  would 
come  the  dismantling  of  the 
various  bureaucratic  mechanisms 
which  have  oppressed  tenants 
for  so  long.  There  would  be  no 
more  unlawful  detainers. 


notices  to  vacate,  or  unwanted 
visits  from  the  Sheriff's 
department.  Landlords  would 
still  hold  formal  title  to 
their  property,  but  the  actual 
control  of  any  given  housing 
unit  would  revert  to  the  people 
living  there. 

Though  some  tenants  would 
probably  continue  sending  their 
rent  money  to  their  landlord 
due  to  habit  or  misplaced  good 
intentions,  others  would  get 
the  idea  to  redirect  that  money 
straight  into  their  long-neg- 
lected homes.  Utilizing  a 
radical  new  variation  of  the 
"repair  and  deduct"  remedy, 
these  tenants  would  see  immed- 
iate results  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  homes,  and  cir- 
cumvent the  unrewarding  process 
of  sending  rent  money  to  a 
landlord*,  some  fraction  of 
which  may  be  spent  on  their 
home. 

Legalized  non-payment  of 
rent  would  of  course  have 
severe  financial  repercussions. 
The  exploiting  class  is 
entirely  reliant  on  the  com- 
pliance of  those  they  exploit, 
and  so  the  noncooperation  of 
those  at  the  bottom  whould  send 
shockwaves  through  the 
financial  community  at  the  top. 
Many  landlords  would  find  them- 
selves unable  to  make  their 
mortgage  payments,  and  there 
would  be  an  epidemic  of  fore- 
closures. But  what  venture  cap- 
italist in  their  right  mind 
would  buy  a property  at  a fore- 
closure sale  without  some 
chance  of  making  a "fair 
return"? 

Practically  speaking,  no 
one  would  be  displaced  as  a 
result  of  all  this.  Banker, 
landlord,  and  tenant  alike 
would  all  retain  posession  of 
the  houses  they  were  living  in. 
Financial  empires  might  topple 
on  paper,  and  real  estate 
tycoons  would  have  to  scale 
back  their  extravagant  life- 
styles, but  everyone  would 
still  be  secure  in  their  homes. 
Real  estate  speculators  would 
have  to  find  socially  useful 
livlihoods  for  a change-  And 
best  of  all,  capitalism  itself 
might  crumble  at  it's  very 
roots. 

Let's  not  be  so  naive  as 
to  think  that  a scenario  like 
the  one  above  could  happen 
without  Incurring  the  violent 
opposition  of  all  the  forces  of 
state  and  capital.  The  courts 
would  declare  such  an  anti- 
eviction law  unconstitutional, 
and  the  U.S.  army  and  national 
guard  would  be  called  out  to 
protect  property  rights.  What 
then  is  the  point  of  construct- 
ing such  an  elaborate  fantasy 
if  it's  implementation  is  un- 
likely or  impossible? 


The  idea,  as  stated  in  the 
lead  paragraph  of  this  article, 
is  to  radicalize  the  housing 
debate  by  moving  it  several 
notches  to  the  left-  Tenants 
work  against  their  own  best  in- 
terests when  they  accept  the 
assumptions  and  vocabulary  of 
the  ruling  class  with  whom 
they're  locked  in  struggle.  We 
mustn't  rely  on  "liberal"  pol- 
iticians to  represent  us  or 
bring  about  the  kinds  of 
changes  that  will  truly  im- 
prove our  lot  as  tenants.  V7e 
must  take  direct  action,  organ- 
ize, and  exercise  those  few 
rights  guaranteed  us  by  state 
and  local  law.  Secure  housing 
is  a basic  right  worth  fighting 
for,  not  just  a privelege  for 
the  wealthy.  GRANT 

COUNSELOR 
TRAININGS  BEGIN 

A series  of  four  coun- 
selor training  workshops  will 
begin  Wednesday,  September  24, 
and  continue  each  Wednesday 
after  that  through  October  15. 
Taught  by  several  of  the 
Tenants  Union's  most  experi- 
enced tenant  counselors,  the 
trainings  are  geared  toward 
preparing  laypeople  to  do  coun- 
seling here  at  the  TU's  office. 
All  aspects  of  tenant/landlord 
law  are  covered,  with  the 
emphasis  on  being  of  practical 
help  to  tenants  in  distress.  If 
you're  interested  in  attending, 
please  RSVP  to  the  SFTU  office 
manager  by  mid-September.  The 
classes  take  place  in  the  eve- 
nings here  at  our  Capp  St. 
offices. 


The  TENANT  TIMES  is  pub- 
lished every  other  month  by  the 
San  Francisco  Tenants  Onion.  We 
welcome  submissions  of  ar- 
ticles, letters,  artwork,  and 
photos,  both  from  our  members 
and  the  general  public.  Opinion 
pieces  do  not  necessarily  re- 
flect the  views  of  everyone  in 
the  TO.  Please  send  submissions 
to  the  SFTD,  558  Capp  St.,  SF, 
CA,  94110,  attention  Editor. 

F^ITOR  : .less  Grant 
CONTP  I RI'TORS  : Alison  Prennan 
Michael  Harney.  Jess  Grant 
PHOTOS:  David  Nesbet 
LAYOtIT:  Jess  Grant 

JOIN  THE  SFTU 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE;  (H) 

(W) 

ZIP  CODE; 

LANDLORD'S  NAME: 

# UNITS  IN  BLDG. : 

# BEDROOMS  IN  UNIT:_„ 

CURRENT  RENT: 

$15  LCW  INCOME 

$25  REGULAR 

$35  HOUSEHOLD 

$55  SUSTAINFR 

I'd  like  to  volunteer  also: 

TENANT  COUNSELING 

NEWSLETTER 

LEGISLATIVE  WORK 

ORGANIZ  ING 

FUNDRAISING 

OFFICE  WORK 

OUTREACH 

DIRECT  ACTION 


4 


CAFE  GITANES 

3214  I6ih  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94103 

(415)  431-5838 

(NEAR  DOLORES) 


COMMENTS 


"The  only  place  in  San  Francisco  where 
yon  can  enjoy  a conscous  dinner  for  a 
very  reasonable  price  and  French 
lanynage  will  .serve  uni  hener  than 
English.  " 

Best  Restaurant  in  Bay  Area  W84 
■ .A  place  to  taste  an  unusual  cuisine, 
especially  the  couscous,  at  very 
reasonable  prices.  Great  spicy 
Tunisian  sausages.  ” 

Ealing  Out,  SF  Chronicle 
June  21, 1985 

"'Mergues,  a spicy  Tunisian  Lamb 
sausage  one  of  my  best  * 'Meals ' * ever! 
Serena  Jukoviiz,  SF  Restaurants 
“Fora  budget  dinner,  an  ine.xpensive 
establishment  that  serves  a generous 
savory  feast,  the  masterpiece  is 
couscous,  with  great  mergues  and 
breek.  “ 

California  Living 

SF  Sunday  Examiner  June  9,  1985 


Try  Our  Fabulous  Lunches! 
Hours:  Mon-Fri  11  am  - 10  pm 
Sal  Brunch  10  am  - 3 pm 
5-10:30  pm.  Closed  Sunday 


Attention  Garment  Worker 

ARE  IMPROVEMENTS 
COMING 

AT  A SNAIL’S  PACE? 


With  the  Union  you  enn  take  the  crawl  out  of  the 
company  ycu  work  for. 

With  a Union  Contract  you  can  look  forward  to 
higher  pay,  benefits  and  fair  treatment.  You  can 
liave  a VOICE  in  your  own  future.  That  is  the  spirit 
of  America. 

By  organizing  into  a Union  you  can  gain  a powerful 
voice  in  changing  working  conditions  and  solving  your 
workplace  problems.  With  a Union  contract  and  the 
grievance  procedures  to  back  you  up,  you  don't  have 
to  suffer  in  silence. 

Our  Union  members  in  the  Bay  Area  receive: 

Higher  Wages 
Health  Insurance 
Retirement  Pensions 
Paid  Vacations  and  Holidays 
Job  Security  and  more... 

YOUR  RIGHT... 

The  Federal  Government  recognizes  the  right  of 
working  people  to  form  or  join  unions  and  to  clioose 
their  own  representatives  for  the  purpose  of  bargain- 
ing with  their  employer. 

For  more  information  write  or  call: 

ORGANIZING  OEPT. 

PACIFIC  NORTHWEST  OISTRICT 
660  HOWARO  ST..S.F.  94105 
543-9990 


COMPLAINT  DEPT. 


* by  Bill  B.  B«dd 


Attention  all  you  BARTists.  All  you  eighty  centsers. 
You  may  like  to  hear  from  personal  experience  (as  all  my 
complaints  and  discontents  are  centered  from)  some  Inside 
dope  on  an  Individual  occurrence  involving  my  friend  Tom  W. 
and  yours  truly.  We  had  dinner  over  at  my  mother's  place 
and  were  coming  back  to  our  destination  on  the  BART  from  the 
Glen  Park  station  down  here  to  16th  and  Mission  street.  But 
before  getting  on  the  train  we  stopped  off  at  XXX  liquor 
store  and  Tom  got  a jug  of  brew  and  I got  a pack  of 
cigarettes.  Camels.  I told  Tom  it's  going  to  be  about  a 
two-mile  trek  so  we  sat  at  the  Arlington  Street  bridge  and 
we  had  a nip  and  I lit  up  a smoke  and  killed  some  time, 
something  common  between  the  two  of  us.  No  harm  done.  We 
then  got  to  Glen  Park  after  talking  to  some  of  the  fellows  I 
know  and  approached  the  station.  We  escalate  downwards  to 
the  Richmond/Concord  side  of  the  tracks  to  find  the  area 
empty.  No  one  around.  Nobody.  No  one  except  for  the  pigeons 
that  stain  the  metal  right  next  to  the  escalator  hand  rails 
and  there's  one  heck  of  a lot  of  it  here  and  there. 

But  that's  not  my  main  complaint.  We  were  both  leaning 
over  a lidded  designated  Crash  receptlcle  in  Che  BART 
station  and  being  Chat  there  was  no  one  around  to  snitch  on 
him  or  I...  I lit  up  a smoke  while  we  awaited  the  Crain. 

BART's  hyupocritical  advertisement  where  it  has  a big 
billboard  advertising  a Salem  cigarette  ad  is  right  next  Co 
a no-smoking  sign.  Right  next  to  it.  There's  also  booze 
ads  Coo.  He  had  the  liquor  and  I had  the  tobacco.  So  what 
the  hell.  I lit  up  and  Tom  took  a hit  off  hie  beer. 

That's  when  this  little  mutant  dressed  up  in  a cop 
uniform,  carrying  a six  gun  and  all  the  ringing  keys  that 
they  (BART)  issue...  this  puke  began  approaching  with  his 
shoulder  mounted  radio,  picking  his  nose  like  on  a Sunday 
afternoon  stroll.  It's  OK  to  pick  your  nose,  but  not  right 
in  public,  unless  he  was  projecting  some  kind  of  omen  to  us. 
I told  Tom,  "hey,  be  cool,  here  comes  a cop."  So  Tom 
pitched  the  jug  into  the  garbage  can  and  Che  cop  said 
something  like,  "Alright  I saw  that,"  Tom  said  in  a low 
voice,  "What  man?"  The  cop  then  said,  "Both  of  you've  been 
drinking.  I Cjsn  smell  it  all  over  your  breath.  And  you, 
put  out  that  cigarette.  Can't  you  see  the  signs?"  So  when 
I tried  to  snuff  out  the  cigarette  on  the  inside  of  the 
Crash  can  he  said  for  me  to  just  put  It  out  on  the  floor. 
He  didn't  want  me  to  smoke  but  rather  litter  in  the  same 
BART  station  he  was  guarding.  What  a puke.  So  I handed  it 
over  to  the  puke  and  he  littered. 

Then  came  Che  good  part.  He  asks  both  of.  us  for  ID. 
We  both  had  it  and  after  we  passed  a radio  call-in  warrant 
scan,  he  whipped  out  these  small  yellow  cards  and  began  to 
write  us  up.  Height,  style  of  clothing  and  all  that.  Where 
it  said  race...  he  was  going  to  put  down  for  Tom:  black.  I 
said  "Hold  it."  Tom  said,  "I'm  not  black."  I told  the  puke 
"He's  not  black.  He's  an  Ubangi,"  and  Tom  said  "That's 
right  man,  just  like  my  friend  said,  I'm  an  Ubangi".  Then 
the  BART  ranger  asked  how  the  word  Ubangi  is  spelled,  I had 
to  tell  him.  So  afterwards  he  got  to  me  and  started  to 
write  me  up  as  being  White,  I caught  him  on  that  and  told 
him  that  I'm  not  white  and  that  I'm  Irish  and  pointed  to  a 
billboard  that  had  a white  backdrop  and  I said,  "see  that 
color...  ? That's  white.  Put  down  Irish,  that's  my  race," 

Then  he  wanted  my  telephone  number  and  that’s  confiden- 
tial, I said.  He  then  goes  on  and  says  how  tall  are  you? 
6'4?  "No,  go  higher."  "6  1/2?"  Yeah,  that's  right.  Well 
we  finally  got  out  of  there  and  back  to  the  Mission. 

I can't  see  why  BART  let  this  humanoid  sport  a six 
shooter  and  squawk  box  in  the  first  place.  Maybe  he  was  an 
ace  kabutcass  kisser  to  the  right  people.  I asked  this 
pompous  piece  of  putridness  in  an  eloquent  and  polite  tone 
of  voice,  "Officer,  are  you  to  cite  us  for  what  we  have 
done?"  He  replies,  "I'll  think  of  that  when  I get  to  it"  as 
he  was  filling  in  his  snitch  cards  on  me  and  Tom. 

He  might  of  thought  he  was  in  a 7th  heaven  with  all  his 
might  over  us.  But  he  didn't  know  that  I was  the  main 
complainer  of  the  North  Mission  News  and  in  so  being,  I had 
this  complaint  all  fixed  up  in  me  and  Tom's  heads  right 
after  the  brush  with  the  law. 

If  BART  hires  assholes  like  him  can  you  imagine  what 
some,  not  all,  but  some  others  like  him  on  a higher  position 
level  may  be  like?  On  his  way  up  the  stairs  I told  him  that 
he  better  do  a little  bit  more  of  pistol  range  practice 
because  he  may  need  it  some  night  down  here  in  the  tube. 
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"The  first  rule  of  capOclra,"  says  Blra  Almeida  in  his 
soft  Brazilian  accent,  "is:  If  you  get  kicked,  you  made  a 
mistake. 

"The  second  rule  1st  If  you  kick  somebody  unintention- 
ally, you  made  a mistake." 

I sure  hope  the  woman  I'm  playing  with  remembers  that 
second  rule. 

We  squat  facing  each  other  at  the  opening  of  the  circle 
formed  by  our  fellow  students  at  Third  Wave  Dance  Studio  on 
twenty-fourth  street.  All  around  us,  people  are  clapping 
and  singing,  playing  bells  and  tambourines,  beating  drums. 
Bira  plays  the  berimbau,  a single-string  bow-shaped  instru- 
ment whose  insistent  twang  will  set  the  pace  of  the  game. 

My  partner  (or  opponent,  depending  on  how  you  look  at 
it)  flashes  me  a reassuring  grin.  At  a signal  from  Blra,  we 
clasp  hands  briefly  and  cartwheel  into  the  center  of  the 
circle. 

Capoeira  (cap-OO-AY-ra)  is  a Brazilian  game  with 
African  roots,  dating  from  the  eighteenth  century  or 
earlier.  It  has  evolved  over  the  years  to  include  elements 
of  dance,  gymnastics  and  martial  arts.  The  basic  object  of 
the  game  is  to  dominatethe  center  of  the  circle  through  a 
free-flowing  exchange  of  kicks  and  defenses. 

Because  of  its  improvlsat iona 1 nature,  capoeira 
requires  co-operation  as  much  as  competition  between  the  two 
players.  A good  capoeirlsta  strives  to  develop  the  strength 
of  an  athlete,  the  grace  of  a dancer,  and  the  playfulness  of 
an  animal  or  a child. 

In  Brazil,  people  play  capoeira  barefoot  in  the 
cobblestone  streets,  on  the  beaches  and  in  formal 
tournaments.  Brazilian  kids  will  form  an  Impromptu  roda 
(HO-da,  Portuguese  for  "wheel"  or  "circle")  the  way  their 
North  American  counterparts  get  up  a game  of  touch  football 
or  a casual  breakdance  contest. 

Here  in  San  Francisco,  capoeira  Is  generally  played  in 
the  studio.  Bira  Almeida  (known  to  capoelrlstas  as  Mestre 
Acordeon,  three-time  national  champion  of  Brazil)  holds 
classes  at  Third  Wave  and  also  in  the  East  Bay,  as  well  as  a 
weekly  roda  at  his  Capoeira  Bahia  studio  in  Oakland.  Other 
teachers  Include  Themba  Mashama,  Mestre  PrB^uiCd. 
and  Marcelo.  Capoeira  is  taught  in  Mexico  by  Mestre^ 
Camisa,  and  Jelon  Vieira  in  New  York  is  credited  with  intro- 
ducing capoeira  movements  to  breakdancers  there. 


Barely  landing  on  my  feet  after  a crook-leeRed 
cartwheel  ^ wonder  what  on  earth  I'm  doing  here.  I am  not 

SOUX*^TRATN®J^^K*^V  of  physical  culture  is  watching 

Saturday  morning.  And  if  I wanted  to 
explore  my  ethnic  roots,  I d be  learning  to  polka. 

Mv  doubts  or  second  thoughts. 

I ^ handstand,  turns  backflips  and  one- 

struggle  to  keep  up  with  her,  to  duck  out  of  the  way  of  each 
kick  rather  than  blocking,  and  to  come  back  with  L attack 
ox  my  own. 

Clrrl^f A®*/®  “““  Clash! 

Circle!  FLOW!  And  someone  cries,  "Go,  Jacaf" 

Every  capoeirlsta  has  a Brazilian  nickname.  Mine 
® to  the  ground  with  I 

flexlbiUtv^of  M nickname  suggests  the  lithe 

^ ^ twenty-five  years  of  practice. 

IMestre  means  "Master^’,  indicating  the  exnert  rIcTii  «f  I 
qualified  instructor.)  Mestre  Blmba,  the  founding  father  of 

modern  capoeira,  got  his  name  from  a slang  term  for  a little 
boy  8 penis. 

This  seemingly  playful  custom  probably  arose  from  a 
deadly  serious  period  of  Brazil's  history. 

Colonized  by  Portuguese  imperialists  in  the  sl-xteenth 
century,  the  native  Indians  soon  found  their  forced  labor 
augmented  by  kidnapped  African  slaves.  Escaped  slaves 
established  independent  villages  In  the  rain  forest. 
Contemporary  historians  theorize  that  these  fugitives 
developed  capoeira  to  defend  their  freedom  against  hunting 
expeditions  sent  to  snuff  them  out.  But  the  true  orielns  of 
capoeira  may  never  be  established,  because  historical 
documents  concerning  the  African  presence  in  Brazil  were 
destroyed  after  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  1850. 


The  industrial  age  in  Brazil,  as  elsewehre,  brought 
floods  of  rustic  people  into  the  cities,  creating  a new 
class  of  urban  poor.  Capoelrlstas  became  bums,  muggers, 
political  hitmen,  and  even  soldiers.  The  first  written 
records  of  capoeira  are  nineteenth-century  police  reports. 

Forced  underground  by  governmental  harassment,  capoei- 
ristas  formed  outlaw  gangs  with  secret  codes,  meetings  and 
nicknames.  The  Republican  revolution  of  1899  brought  a new 
crackdown.  By  the  early  twentieth  century,  capoeira  had 
degenerated  into  a casual  game  played  for  wagered  drinks. 
Only  the  advent  of  Mestre  Bimba  (Manoel  dos  Reis  Machado, 
1899-1974)  rescued  capoeira  from  its  disrepute. 

Bimba  dedicated  his  whole  life  to  capoeira.  In  1932, 
he  opened  the  first  school  to  teach  capoeira  as  a disci- 
plined martial  art.  Thanks  to  his  single-minded  vision, 
capoeira  is  now  an  officially  recognized  national  sport, 
second  in  popularity  only  to  soccer. 

Bimba  Almeida  graduated  from  Bimba' s school  in  1959  and 
brought  his  work  to  the  USA  in  1979.  In  addition  to 
teaching,  he  has  recorded  numerous  tapes  and  an  album  of 
capoeira  music,  and  recently  published  the  second  edition  of 
his  book,  CAPOEIRA:  A Brazilian  Art  Form. 

In  1983,  Almeida  took  a group  of  students  on  a highly 
successful  tour  of  Brazil.  This  trip  will  be  repeated  in 
November,  1986.  Raffle  tickets  for  a free  trip  are 
available  through  the  North  Mission  News. 


Now  the  rhythm  of  the  berimbau  guides  my  feet.  I dodge 
adnd  feint,  trying  to  fake  the  other  player  out.  Looking 
up,  I see  she  is  laughing  at  me,  and  I begin  to  laugh  too, 
at  her,  myself,  the  world,  and  my  own  fears. 

Suddenly  I realize:  Capoeira  Is  a game t It's  supposed 
to  be  fun ! This  is  why  one  says,  "Jogar  Tto  play)  capoeira," 
rather  than  "to  dance"  or  "to  fight". 

All  too  soon,  Blra  cries,  "Two  more!"  and  we  leave  the 
roda,  careful  to  avoid  the  feet  of  the  couple  cartwheeling 
In.  Breathless  and  sweaty,  we  touch  the  floor  In  front  of 
the  berimbau,  and  join  In  the  chorus  of  the  song: 

"Yeah,  long  live  God;  Yeah,  long  live  my  master,  my 
friend.  Yeah,  it  is  Mestre  World;  Yeah,  It's  time.  It's 
time  my  friend.  Let's  go  play;  let's  go  around  the  world!" 

I can  hardly  wait  to  play  again. 

'Jeanette  Szudy 
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An  enormous  amount  of  misinformation  has  been  generated 
and  continues  to  circulate  about  AIDS^  ^Thls  misinformation 
has  created  needless  hysteria  and  fear  in  the  general 
public.  To  put  AIDS  In  perspectlve--8if ting  out  the  fact 
from  the  flctlon--a  brief  overview  of  the  disease  is  useful. 

AIDS  (Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome)  is  a disease 
which  destroys  the  body's  immune  system.  People  die  from 
AIDS  because  it  so  weakens  their  natural  defenses  against 
disease  they  are  unable  to  ward  off  infection. 

In  the  United  Statesi  as  of  Aug.  11,  1986,  there  were 
23,700  reported  cases  of  AIDS.  557.  of  these  people  have 
already  died.  The  majority  of  AIDS  cases  have  appeared 
among  four  groups;  homosexual/bisexual  men  (717.);  I.V, 
needle  users  (22%/;  hemophiliacs  (17.);  and  blood  transfusion 
recipients  (27.).  (It  is  important  to  note  that  the  blood 
supply  is  now  carefully  screened  and  virtually  free  of  AIDS 
virus.  People  should  not  hesitate  to  receive  or  donate 
blood  whenever  it  is  required.)  Women  comprise  77.  of  the 
AIDS  case  load  In  this  country.  The  disease  has  been 
reported  In  every  state  in  the  United  States,  and  from  47 
nations  worldwide. 

It  is  a virus  - now  referred  to  as  HIV  (Human 
Immunodeficiency  Virus)  “ which  causes  AIDS,  HIV  can  result 
in  a breakdown  In  the  communication  between  the  various 
disease  fighting  cells  of  the  body,  leading  to  the 
collection  of  diseases  we  know  as  AIDS. 

The  immune  system  operates  under  the  Insluence  of  1 
trillion  or  so  white  cells  called  leukocytes.  A particular 
type  of  leukocyte,  known  as  a helper  T-cell  leukocyte,  is 
especially  important  in  understanding  the  development  of 
AIDS.  Helper  T-cells  are  often  called  the  directors  of  the 
Immune  system  because  they  orchestrate  overall  Immune 
response.  Primarily,  the  helper  T-cells  warn  the  rest  of 
the  disease  fighting  cells  in  the  body  that  an. Intruder  has 
entered  the  bloodstream. 


HIV  selectively  Invades  and  destroys  helper  T-cells. 
As  the  helper  T-cells  come  under  attack,  immune  response 
diminishes  simply  because  the  rest  of  the  disease  fighting 
cells  are  unaware  that  infection  has  occurred.  There  is  no 
longer  an  "immune  director"  communicating  with  the  cells  to 
notify  them  that  an  Invasion  has  taken  place. 

Think  of  the  helper  T-cells  as  a smoke  detector  in  your 
house  designed  to  set  off  the  Immune  response  "sprinkler 
system"  in  the  presence  of  a fire,  in  this  case,  the  AIDS 
virus,  or  other  viruses.  If  the  detector  is  faulty  or 
removed  completely,  the  sprinkler  will  never  be  activated 
and  the  fire  rages  on.  In  AIDS,  T-cells  are  no  longer  able 
to  sound  tthe  alarm,  and  the  virus  is  free  to  destroy  the 
innune  system. 

Many  people  will  be  infected  with  the  AIDS  virus  and 
never  develop  any  symptoms  at  all.  Other  people  will  begin 
to  sFiow  symptoms  almost  immediately  after  infection.  There 
may  be  certain  factors  - often  called  "cofactors"  - which 
make  people  more  likely  to  develop  full-blown  AIDS  after 
infection  by  HIV.  Cofactors  Include  smoking,  poor  diet, 
genetic  factors,  stress,  and  concurrent  Illness,  Anything 
that  weakens  the  Immune  system  might  be  considered  a 
cofactor.  A depressed  immune  system  may  provide  a more 
favorable  environment  for  viral  replication,  leading  to 
full-blown  AIDS. 

HIV  has  been  found  in  a number  of  body  fluids  Including 
semen,  blood,  and  vaginal  secretions.  (While  the  virus  has 
also  been  found  in  tears  and  saliva,  these  fluids  have  never 
been  implicated  in  transmission  of  the  virus.)  Only  the 
most  Immediate  and  intimate  types  of  contact,  such  as  sexual 
contact  or  the  sharing  of  I.V.  needles,  allow  transmission 
of  the  virus  to  occue.  AIDS  is  a sexually  transmitted, 
blood-borne  disease.  It  is  not  casually  contaglous- 

There  is  still  no  vaccine  or  cure  for  the  disease. 
Most  probably,  any  treatment  for  AIDS  will  necessarily 
involve  a two-pronged  approach:  antiviral  therapy  to  destroy 
the  virus  itself,  and  Immunoboosters  to  restore  the 
bludgeoned  immune  system  to  its  original  state.  At  present, 
there  are  no  known  drugs  which  have  been  proven  to  perform 
either  of  these  functions,  pat  Christen,  SF  Aids  Foundation 
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Dateline:  April  22,  1906 

After  the  fires  were  out,  we  were  allowed  to  return  to 
the  top  of  Russian  Hill  to  examine  the  remains  of  our  home. 

From  our  tent  in  the  Presidio,  my  father  and  I walked 
up  Union  Street.  I can  remember  being  appalled  at  our 
surroundings  as  we  climbed  the  three  or  four  steep  blocks  up 
from  Van  Ness  Avenue.  Where  houses,  stores  and  other 
buildings  had  stood  side  by  side  up  the  hill,  we  saw  nothing 
but  chimneys,  or  pieces  of  them,  and  parts  of  foundations 
with,  occasionally,  brick  front  steps  that  led  to  nothing. 
Even  the  earth  had  been  scorched  by  the  explosive  heat 
generated  by  burning  wood  as  the  Great  Fire  crept  across  the 
top  of  Russian  Hill. 

We  had  lived  beside  the  carbarn  of  the  Presidio  & 
Ferries  Line  and  at  first  sight,  the  destruction  in  the  barn 
itself  was  startling.  All  that  was  left  of  the  cable  cars 
was  a pile  of  what  looked  like  black  spaghetti  that  was 
really  twisted  and  half-melted  iron. 

Next  door,  I watched  as  my  father  slowly  toed  through 
the  ashes  of  what  was  once  a comfortable  and  happy  home. 
Being  only  eight  years  old,  I couldn't  then  know  the 
feelings  of  grief  and  remorse  he  must  have  felt  in  those  few 
sad  minutes.  But,  as  I matured,  I came  to  realize  just  what 
he  had  experienced;  the  grief  that  the  head  of  a household 
suffers  when,  at  one  sudden  stroke,  all  of  the  family  pos- 
sessions are  lost  and  the  remorse  of  knowing  that  many  of 
them  could  have  been  saved! 

While  the  fires  were  burning  downtown,  my  father  had 
gone  to  the  stables  where  the  horses  and  large  wagons  used 
for  delivering  meat  from  the  slaughterhouses  were  kept. 
Since  he  was  a regularly  employed  teamster  there,  he  could 
borrow  a horse  and  a small  wagon.  He  had  been  told  by  the 
soldiers  that  we  were  living  in  a dangerous  area  and  would 
have  to  move  to  the  safety  of  the  Presidio  until  the  danger 
had  passed.  I can  understand,  now,  the  feelings  that  my 
grandfather,  aunt,  uncle  and  father  had  as  they  climbed  into 
the  wagon:  this  Inconvenience  would  mean  no  more  than  a 
^rlef  night  or  two  in  the  Presidio,  and  then  a return  home. 
Other  people  were  being  wiped  out,  but  it  never  would  happen 
to  us  ! 
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It  must  have  been  a terrible  shock  as  they  watched, 
from  a couple  of  miles  to  the  west,  as  the  smoke  and  flames 
moved  slowly  across  the  top  of  our  hill. 

My  own  feelings,  at  that  time,  were  mostly  wonder  and 
enjoyment  of  the  adventure  at  hand.  An  underlying  sympathy 
for  my  father  prevailed;  m.ainly  because  I lov^  and 
respected  him  and  could  feel  some  of  the  desolation  in  the 
heart  of  this  quiet,  soft-spoken  gentleman. 

That  sense  of  wonder  persisted  through  the  rest  of  mv 
developing  eyars;  and,  to  a degree,  all  of  my  life.  Prom 
the  time  of  that  walk,  up  a hill  ravished  by  fire,  I could 
only  marvel  at  the  remarkable  speed  of  reconstruction. 
Clearing  of  rubble  and  the  rebuilding  of  water,  electric  and 
transportation  lines  was  surprisingly  swift.  The  big 
department  stores  and  other  downtown  retail  businesses  set 
up  shop,  immediately,  along  the  west  side  of  Van  Ness  Avenue 
which,  for  the  most  part,  had  not  burned.  This  was  only  a 
temporary  condition  while  new  buildings  were  going  up  on 
their  downtown  locations,  but  it  served  to  change  the 
atmosphere  of  this  beautiful  boulevard  from  middle  and  upper 
class  residential  to  one  of  retail  business;  eventually  it 
became  the  city's  "Auto  Row".  ^ 


During  the  summer  of  1908  my  uncle,  Ralph,  set  up  his 
first  retail  store;  a fruit  and  vegetable  stand  at  1103  Clay 
Street  near  Mason.  I was  10  years  old  then  and  one  morning, 
very  early,  I went  with  him  to  the  wholesale  produce  market 
at  Jackson  and  Davis  streets.  Walton  Park  is  now  located  on 
this  site,  but  the  old  gate  of  the  "Colombo  Market"  can 
•still  be  seen  on  the  Front  Street  side  of  the  square. 

We  left  our  little  house  on  the  corner  of  Lombard  and 
Laguna  streets  and  walked  to  Van  Ness  Avenue,  turned,  and 
went  up  the  hill,  passing  the  new  Russian  Orthodox  Church  on 
the  corner  of  Green  street  and  St.  Bridget's  great  stone 
church  at  Broadway  where  my  father  had  served  as  altar  bov 
back  in  the  eighties. 

An  elegant  brick  house,  set  back  of  a fine  lawn,  was  a 
landmark  on  the  soughwest  corner  of  Pacific  Avenue  where  we 
crossed  Van  Ness.  Halfway  to  Polk  Street,  we  came  to  the 
Ben  Hur  Stables  on  the  south  side  of  Pacific,  across  from 
the  cable  car  barn  and  firehouse  where  Truck  Company  #4  was 
located.  Here  Mr.  Howell  took  good  care  of  Nellie,  the 
horse  whom,  along  with  her  wagon,  Ralph  had  purchased  from 
Mary  Noe  over  in  Livermore.  In  one  long  day  he  had  driven 
Nellie  and  the  wagon  all  the  way  to  Oakland  for  the  bay 
crossing.  I remember  wishing  that  I had  been  with  him.  We 
hitched  up  quickly  and  were  on  our  way  down  Pacific  which, 
running  between  Russian  and  Nob  Hills,  was  the  only  direct 
way  horses  and  wagons  could  get  downtown.  The  very  early 
settlers  called  it  the  "Puertosuelo"  which  is  Spanish  for  a 
pass  through  the  hills. 

Between  Larkin  and  Hyde  streets,  where  Schmidt's  fine 
new  butcher  shop  was,  it  dawned  on  me  that  only  two  years 
before  this  whole  area  had  been  a gloomy  waste  land, 
completely  consumed  by  the  great  fire.  Now,  everywhere  I 
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looked  I saw  new  buildings:  homes,  flats,  or  apartment 
houses.  There  were  very  few  vacant  lots  leftl  It  was 
nothing  short  of  an  astonishing  miraclel  It's  hard  to 
believe  that  San  Francisco,  inside  of  three  short  years, 
cleared  the  rubble  of  the  1906  Earthquake  & Fire  and  rebuilt 
itself  even  better  than  it  had  been  before.  I can  still 
marvel  wehn  I think  of  those  amazing  years.  Why  only  3 1/2 
years  after  the  disaster  struck,  we  staged  the  beautiful 
Portola  Festival  of  1909,  using  this  celebration  to  pat 
ourselves  on  the  back  for  a "job  well  done"l 

My  thoughts  returned  to  the  present  as  we  climbed  down 
from  the  wagon  to  have  breakfast  at  Gantner  Bros,  restau* 
rant.  This  was  near  the  intersection  of  Pacific  and 
Montgomery  Avenue,  which  has  since  changed  its  name  to 
Columbus  Avenue,  and  across  Kearny  from  Abe  Ruef's  Sentinal 
Building.  He  was  headed  for  prison  in  those  days,  but  after 
all  these  years  this  sharp-gore-cornered  structure,  with  the 
dome  on  top,  still  stands;  not  only  as  a landmark,  but  a 
reminder  of  the  outrageous  corruption  in  government  caused 
by  this  man. 

It  was  about  6 AM  as  we  passed  through  the  old  Barbary 
Coast.  I recall  seeing  a man  thrown  out  of  either  the 
Queen,  the  Diane  or  the  Red  Mill  saloon,  I can't  remember 
which.  Maybe  it  was  the  Thalia.  They  were  all  along  the 
north  side  of  the  street,  and  across  Pacific  Street  from  the 
Hippodrome,  a dance  hall  which,  like  the  saloons,  probably 
never  closed. 

We  parked  the  wagon  near  the  corner  of  Pacific  and 
Davis  streets  by  J.  H.  Newbauer,  the  wholesale  grocers, 
while  Ralph  was  across  the  street  buying  his  vegetables. 
After  he  had  everything  he  needed,  we  drove  up  to  Clay  and 
Mason  to  start  setting  up  the  stand. 


This  was  the  beginning  of  my  early  years,  working  as  a 
delivery  boy  and  sometimes  watching  the  store  if  Ralph  ahd 
to  be  away.  The  grocer  on  the  corner  and  Mr.  May,  the 
butcher  next  to  us,  treated  me  well  right  from  the  start. 
Most  of  my  deliveries  were  made  to  homes  in  the  Immediate 
area,  right  around  the  northeast  slope  of  Nob  Hill.  One  of 
my  regular  calls  was  to  the  Cameron  House  at  920  Sacramento 
street.  This  home  for  young  Chinese  girls  was  founded  by 
Donaldlna  Cameron,  who  was  known  as  "The  Angry  Angel  of 
Chinatown"  and  became  renowned  for  her  rescue  of  young  girls 
from  a life  of  forced  prostitution,  drugs,  and  subsequent 
early  death.  The  Presbyterian  Church  still  maintains  this 
Important  haven. 

In  those  years,  after  the  huge  mansions  on  top  of  Nob 
Hill  were  burned,  I would  sometimes  try  to  Imagine  how  it 
must  have  been  before  the  Great  Fire.  I would  stand,  for 
Instance,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  California  and  Taylor 
streets  and  visualize  fine  gentlemen  in  derby  hats, 
strolling  around  with  beautiful  ladies  on  their  arms.  The 
ladies  would  be  carrying  parasols  and  wearing  long  skirts 
which  dusted  the  ground  as  they  walked.  That  corner  had 
been  the  location  of  an  imposing  house  built  by  A.  N.  Towne, 
an  executive  of  Southern  Pacific.  Since  the  Earthquake,  the 
stately  portal  of  this  once  fine  house  can  be  seen  at 
Lloyd's  Lake  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

I liked  to  wander  into  the  magnificent  lobby  of  the 
Fairmont  Hotel,  approach  the  great  marble  cashier's  counter, 
and  ask  if  I might  have  one  of  the  ivory  toothpicks,  wrapped 
in  fine  paper,  which  were  in  a fancy  box  on  the  counter. 
"Certainly,"  the  clerk  would  say,  "take  two!" 

At  least  once,  in  his  youth,  a boy  should  rub  elbows 
with  elegance! 
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So  thai  s important? 


The  following  is  an  interview  with  Franco  M.D.C.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  band  M.D.r  They  are  a poiitical  punk  band 
started  in  1978  that  is  acheiviue  fame  nationally  as  well  as 
in  Knropr.  M D C.  s1an<Js  for  differen*  things  on  their 
different  albums  such  as  Millions  of  Dead  Cops.  Millions  of 
Dead  Children.  Multi-death  Curp . . Mi  ss  ion  i)(jlori*s  Calif,  etc. 
They  have  put  out  several  albums,  have  their  own  record 
label.  radical  recr>rds . and  are  rurrenLly  working  on  their 
upcomming  tour  and  new  album  "Smoke  Signals",  due  to  come 
out  this  month.  Their  music  is  always  radical  and  deals  with 
vegetarianism  (meat  is  murder),  feeding  the  poor,  peace  and 
end  to  pollution  and  fightnig  the  relocations  at  Big 
Mountain-  They  have  confidance  in  their  own  criteria  and 
style  and  refuse  to  be  dogm.jtic  saying  "if  we  like  it. 
others  will  find  it  fun." 

What  are  you  trying  to  do  with  your  music? 

Integrity  is  part  of  our  music.  We  want  to.  at  once  be 
honest  with  ourseJves.  so  we're  not  like  pcjlitlcally 
dogmatic  without  being 

practically  based  in  reality  of  our  lives.  It's  really  easy 
to  he  dogmatic  and  say  'never  do  this  and  never  do  that  and 
never,  never  do  nothing  and  you  end  up  never  doing  nothing. 
The  key  is  really  finding  a balance  for  yourself,  like  where 
you  live  and  how  you  live  what  you  choose  to  support  and  not 
support , 

Do  you  guys  talk  much  about  trying  to  expand  your  appeal  or 
are  you  not  intersted  in  that? 

Well  sure.  if  your  putting  your  whole  heart  and  soul  into 
something  of  course  you  want  as  many  people  as  can  to  be 
able  to  share  it 

Does  that  effect  your  music  or  your  writing? 

Sure  we  write  the  kind  of  music  that  we  like  and  figure  a 
bunch  of  other  people  will  like  it  and  if  we  don’t,  then  why 
do  it  and  we  try  to  expand  our  sensitivities  and  our  tastes 
so  that  we  can  accept  others.  We  don't  have  to  be  a hard- 
core punk  rock  band  24  hrs.  a day.  We  have  the  potential 
and  the  ability  to  play  just  about  any  kind  of  music  we  want 
to . 

"You  sithar  makt  tens#  or  you  maka 
menay."  Buckminster  Fuller. 

ntillifliifi 

0f 
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How  has  the  punk  scene  changed  in  the  last  few  years? 

It's  gotten  older,  it's  gotten  younger ... i t ' s not  so  hell 
bent.  There's  a whole  young  new  crowd.  The  tension  isn't  so 
heavy.  The  skinhead  trip  isn't  so  prevalent  anymore.  The 
violence  and  the  skinheads  taking  over  the  shows  is  not  so 
true  anymore  and  that  there  is  a band  out  there  who  is 
willing  to  stand  up  to  them  . We're  back  and  strong  and  full 
of  energy. 

It's  still  a very  rebel-rock  kind  of  thing.  It  caters  to 
young  people  and  so  they  end  up  getting  harassed  by  the 
cops.  It's  the  cops'  easiest  prey.  They  don't  have  to  worry 
about  a kid  pulling  out  a gun  and  shooting  back.  They  would 
rather  bust  kids  for  drinking  alcohol  than  dealing  with  the 
rapist  or  the  killer  or  the  robber  or  the  heroin  iunkie  who 
is  really  causing  problems  in  the  neighborhood. 

How  do  you  compare  the  scene  here  with  other  cities  or 
Europe? 

It  s pretty  good  as  a matter  of  fact  and  the  community  is 
supporitive.  The  Farm  is  a good  place  to  play  and  they  have 
been  keeping  thelrseJves  pretty  legitimate,  and  with  their 
neighbors.  There  have  been  minimal  problems  compared  to 
other  places. 


Yes.  it’s  important  to  have  safe  space.  It's  essential. 
You  have  to  have  a land  base.  The  kids  got  so  tired  of  thp 
land  base  being  right  in  the  middle  of  the  sex  district  up 
on  the  On  Broadway.  And  that’s  why  I think  the  Farm  has 
done  real  good.  It  took  it  totally  to  the  other  end  of 
town.  We’re  in  the  Latino  residential  area. 

Do  you  ever  feel  like  you're  invading 


in  a way.  yea.  yea  It  is  kind  of  an  invasion.  It's  asking 
people  in  the  Mission  to  accept  us  as  one  of  them  and  that’s 
really  a lot  to  ask.  It's  not  the  yuppie  crowd  tliat  we 
attract  who's  gonna  spend  30  dollars  at  a restaurant  but 
you  have  8 to  10  kids  sitting  around  a small  table  sharing 
two  burritos.  drinking  a lot  of  water  and  leaving  a mess  and 
then  bumming  change  outside.  it’s  not  The  rich  kids.  It's 
not  the  kids  who  are  doing  what  mommy  and  daddy  say. 
spending  their  aiiowance  for  going  to  the  movies.  . 


Ts  your  appeal  Political  or  artistic...? 


I think  it's  artistic  and  political.  We  do  cross  the  lines. 
We've  got  a lot  of  Greatful  Dead  fans  and  we've  got  a lot  of 
political  activists  who  aren't  punk  fans  at  all  They'll 
come  to  our  show  because  we  are  anti -nuke  and  they  want  to 
hear  what's  happening  on  our  side  of  the  world  and  the'll 
come  down  and  Chicken  .Squawk  with  us.  We  do  acoustic,  soft, 
melodic  and  experimental  without  compromising  our  hard  and 
fast  quality.  It's  fun! 


Do  you  get  into  the  Hip-Hop.  rapper  stuff? 

I like  it.  We've  got  a song  called  "South  Africa  Is  Free!". 
It's  a prophetic  song.  It  breaks  in  the  middle  and  says 
We're  all  working  for  the  day/When  the  whole  wide  world  will 
stand  and  say/  South  Africa  is  Free...  and  It's  a funk  kind 
of  song. 

What's  your  latest  project? 


One  of  the  things  we’re  talking  about  in  our  shows  is  Big 
Mountain,  the  struggle  of  traditional  Navajo  and  Hopi  elders 
fighting  against  forced  relocation  off  of  their  land  so  that 
the  land  can  be  used  for  coal  and  uranium  mining. We  feel 
like,  in  a deep  sense,  these  people  are  the  Rosa  Parks'  of 
the  80s  who  will  not  move  to  the  back  of  the  bus  or  to  the 
back  of  the  welfare  lines.  We  have  our  land  base  and  we're 
not  going  to  give  it  up  just  because  you  wanna  make  billions 
of  dollars  by  exploiting  our  Mother  Earth.  Stand  Strong! 


Our  new  album  comming  out  Is  called  "Smoke  Signals".  It 
talks  about  there  are  the  signs  of  the  times  in  the  things 
that  have  almost  nothing  to  do  with  human  will.  The  space 
shuttle  blowing  up.  nature,  the  elements  and  fate  just 
letting  that  happen  like  a big  firecracker  in  the  sky  or  the 
nuclear  power  plant  on  fire  sending  its  radioactive  smoke 
signals  just  the  pollution  and  the  smog  and  the  toxic  waste 
rising  from  the  city  and  those  smoke  signals.  And  then  you 
have  the  Native  Americans  gathering  their  nations,  praying 
for  peace  sending  out  their  positive  smoke  signals.  We're 
expecting  it  to  be  more  and  more  vital.  We  love  the  Mission 
doiares...  M.D.C. = Mission  Dolores  California  and  we're 
going  to  hang  on  to  that  land  base.  Our  own  little  nation 
state . 


Liberated  zone. 


Liberated  zone.  I like  that. 


MISS  GAY 
INTERNATIONAL 


Pictured  above  from  left  to  right  are  Miss  Nicaragua,  Miss 
Boaco,  Miss  Leon  and  Miss  Grenada  contestants  in  the  1986 
Miss  Gay  International  Pageant  to  be  held  Sunday  August  31 
at  7:00  p.m.  at  the  Victoria  Theater.  This  will  be  the 
first  in  a series  of  annual  events  produced  by  Tony  Lopez 
and  Manuel  Quijano,  owners  of  Esta  Noche  San  Francisco's 
first  gay  Latino  club.  The  pageant  will  feature  25  con- 
testants, cash  prizes,  trophies  and  a trip  to  Hawaii.  Tick- 
ets are  $10  in  advance,  $12  at  the  door  and  are  available  at 
Esta  Noche,  Sofia's  and  the  Victoria  Theater.  The  producers 
wish  to  express  their  special  thanks  to  Henry  Thompson,  Lino 
Bell,  Black  and  White  Tuxedo  and  Pat  Norman  for  their  sup- 
port. 


MIotllGHT  MUSIC  FRI&SAT 

mondays  to  thursdays 
9 00  am  to  midnight 

on  fridays  & Saturdays: 
from  9:00  am  until  1.00am 
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CAFE  ° RESTAURANT 

at  31 20  16th  street 

TeLeDhone431  — 


/eare  across  the  street  from  the  movies 


Tome  —join 
us,  before  or 
after  the  show. 


DOORS 

HARVARD  SECURITY 
LOCKSMITH 

511  VALENCIA  AT  16TH 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

BILLOELANEY  863-5566 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 

• NOW  OPEN  7 OAYSI 

• 0*p»nd«bi«  Work' 

Hon«*t  Pricot 


415/285-8588 


• Batic  Auto  Rapair  Claatat 

• A Community-Orlantad 
Paopla’a  Garage 


ISPVA  Aca  demjr 


Full  academic  and  arts  courses 
for  elementary  and  secondary 
students  • Extended  day  care 

• High  school  credits 

• Approved  for  foreign 
students 


TAP 

JAZZ 

BALLET 


Full  courses  • All 
ages;  Lois,  children, 
adulis  • Oulslnndlng  staff 
• Complele  schedules  on  request 

S^ri  Francisco 
Conserva  toiyof^allet 


La  Pajarita 

News-Media,  International 
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Magazines 

Books 
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3125  16th  St. 
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Murmuring,  It's  spawn  day,  Again  - 
Murmuring  - IT'S  DREAM  TIME. 

"DAVID",  his  Marble  heart,  beating  at  terrific 
pace,  let  him-self  down,  of  Pedestal,  thence 
into  the  crowd,  touched  her  (small)  hand,  tenderaly. 

"I'l,  show  you  the  way",  brought  her,  up  through 
the  garden,  She,  looked  up  at  him.  Smiled,  ~ 

((  Now!  being  ALL  of  Stone,  Sir;  it's  not  "THAT" 

EASY  )),  but,  he  did,  looked  down  at  her,  SMILED 
Ya  see!  Even  Stone  hearts  go,  PITTA  PATT. 

And,  as  he  brought  Her  up  the  Marble  steps. 

All  the  Garden  Cherred!  as  someone  -Little  Weed, 

I think  hit  the  Auto-Garden  Lights, 
t'was  Beauitful! 

I turned  to  MISS  WAND,  am  I ready? 

*Yes!  FCX5L!*  She  kissed  me  Nice,  (You  know,  nice,  nice.) 
Turned  me  around  twice  an,  pushed  me  into  the  spots. 

As  blinded,  I greeted  them-  all  there  before. 

Dave  said  "When  you  get  TIRED,  just  flag  me." 

There  she  stood  "MISS  WEDNESDAY"  in  all 
her  Beauty.  The  Amber  Spots  surround,  A Halo  effect 
there  of  I felt  a tremble  of  knee,  thought  as 
within  - I'l,  be  a long  time  in  "The  Hot  Place" 

This  is  Heaven  Now,  An'  ALL  THE  LITTLE  PEOPLE, 
there  of  know  what  I think  A VOICE  "YOU  GOT 
THE  BALL  CHIEF"  - "RUN  ! " 

I looked  down  into  her  eyes, 

"WALTZ  with  me  MISS  WEDNESDAY" 

She  heald  up  her  arms.  Enfolded  me. 

The  Music  started  again. 

The  Waltz  from  Rosen  Cavalier,  OUR  WALTZ. 


Friday  night.  Ah!  Late  - 12s03  really. 

I'd  just  got  Home-  CRACKED  open  a Cold  Beer- 
looked  out  the  open  winda-  looked  up  to  the  Stars 
"Wonder  whats  going  on  up  there,-  Tonight?" 

And,  as  the  street  noise  (3  floors  below) 
dropped  off  into  nothingness,  - - 

Something  "STATIC"  fell  over.  Crashed  to  the  floor! 

I picked  up  the  RED  Phone  "PARTY"  Yes  FRED? 

What  can  I do  for/*Hello  Brown  Eyes*  - - 
"MISS  WEDNESDAY  - it's  really  you  - - 
*I've  been  waiting,  then  seen  your  light  go  on 
I am  Lonely'  WALTZ  WITH  ME* 
with  tear  of  eye,  my  heart  went  Pitta  Patt 
Pitta  Patt  Very  Fast  YES,  MY  DEAR  - 
Where  are  you?  * The  Phone  at  OASIS  ONE,  (didn't 
have  a nickel,  so  I knocked  the  thing  over.* 

I'l  send  Phan,  on  the  Bike,  He'l  be  be  right  there. 

"PHAN.  Fire  up  the  HARLEY  an  go  get  Her" 

"GEE,  I just  got  my  new  teeth'. 

"SHE  won't  be  HOSTILE  she  wants  to  Dance 
use  your  head,  sit  up  front  tell  her  "put  arms 
around'  ta  hang  on" 

I'd,  yelled  the  last,  before  he  got  over  the 
first  hill. 

THE  LITTLE  GARDEN  PEOPLE,  started  bringing  in 
his  lost  stuff 

First,  a pointed  black  dancing  slipper 
(with  rounded  silver  spur),  thence,  a fine 
"Gentlemans"  glove,  next  his  RED  Satin  Cape, 
his  cherished  charcoal  beret,  then  last, 
a favored  riding  crop 
Sure,  he's  a real  dresser. 

Did  you  find  his  pants?  NO!  NO?  NO! 

This  won't  take  long,  i must  be  ready, 
up  an  at  the  basin,  hot  water  running, 
my  hands  shaking.  Lady  of  Wand  came  over, 

You'l  cut  off  your  nose,  here  let  me  do  it. 

- There,  She  stood,  before  me,  as  big  as  I am 
Gee!  you  don't  "look  like  a Doll",  up  close. 

YOU  ARE  SO  BEAUITFUL  - - - 
"an,  an,"  I stuttered  "you  smell  GOOD 

- put  Roses  to  shame.  Ah!  Ah!" 

"Enugh  of  that!  I read  your  stuff. 

You  have  a date,  an  besides  I dance  with  Phantom. 

She  touched  me  of  her  WAND  ******  THERE  ******  I 
looked  in  the  mirror,  I was  beardless,  but,  I 
was  also  hairless,  and  eye-brow  less. 

She  looked  down  at  WAND,  "AH!  I had  it  set  on  HI  forgot!" 
"How's  about  a nice  white  powdered  wig,  AH!  with 
curies,  and  the  duds,  that  go  with  it?" 

"AH!  Sure  anything  you  can  do." 

She  touched  me  of  WAND  Again,******!  I was  Beauitful. 
But,  NO  eye  brows,  She  took  out  her  purse, 
the  eye  brow  pencil,  there  in.  Moved  up  close, 

"HOLD  STILL'',  put  up  her  arms  As  I looked 
down,  into  her  cleavage,  two  LARGE  ripe  PEACHES, 

Smiled  back,  at  me. 

*IF , YOU  KISS  ME,  I'l  turn  you  , into  a FROG!* 

Hmnim,  I thought,  about  the  JOY,  of  writing 
Snappy  FROG  Stories,  IN  THE  SLIME 

IT'S  WORTH  IT!"  and  as  I bent  down  to/ 
a BUNCH  of  small  rocks,  an  gravel,  came  up, 
and  sprayed  the  windas.  Phantom,  was  back, 
with  my  Date?  I looked  out,  and  There  SHE  WAS, 

*MISS  WEDNESDAY",  Surounded,  by  the  very  Star  Dust, 
that  always  follows  her  about,  It's  gental  Blue/Whlte, 
glow,  the  whole  scene,  invigorated  me, 

THE  LITTLE  GARDEN  PEOPLE",  clustered  about. 

Kissing  at  her  bare  feet.  The  reflecting  pool, 
turned  on  it’s  bottom  lights,  that  lite  up  the 
whole  sky,  for  the  gental  Fog,  that  surounded  it. 

The  fish,  there  in,  came  up,  kissing  at  her 
Beauty,  when  she’d  gone,  back  below  the  Moss, 


And  once  more,  around 
thence,  down  the  marbl 
and  around  the  Gardens 
got  cha  ) See,  "They" 
and  we  had  Full  Tables 
from  Guerrero,  clean's 
Her,  very  lovely 
And,  ( As  Fools  speak. 
Why?  I love  you. 
The  music  got  louder. 
She,  looked  up  at 


the  largen  of  portices, 
e steps,  out,  out,  through 
- (Oh!  That  last  plural 
had  invited  their  friends, 
"up  against  the  walls", 
t down  ta  Capp  Streets", 
ness,  was  Ah!  ever  powering, 
"marry  me  Miss  Wednesday"  ) 
/you  love  me  - t'is  good, 
swirled  in  my  brain 
me,  "kiss  me  Brown  Eyes" 


THE  LITTLE  PEOPLE  Screemed  Laughing, 
" MIMICING  " " GIGGLEING  " 

We,  danced  " UP  THE  WALL  " 

" BACK  TO  THE  STARS  " . . 

- by  G.  Millard 


LAUNDRAMAT 

call;  626-2109 

iA^HL  DO  THE 
h/ASH  , FOLD  /T  HAVE 

fT  Ready  wh/le  you 
take  care  Of  BU5/HESS 
OR  PLAY  OFt^ 

iVlTK  THiS  AD  EOR  OVER 
20  pouru/s  o{  tVASR 
so  ^ a pot/ncY 
OA/E  DAY  SERV/CE 


S54vALEh/aA 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

1089  Valencia  St. 

(near  22nd) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94110 

641-8396 

RECEIVE  A FREE 

HOLSON  POCKET 
PHOTO  ALBUM 

when  you  pick  up  your 
finished  photos! 

HoImhi  PIioIo 
conUHt  NO  m whKh 
t ail  itAnidtcr  your 
/~~~  piuilw. 

/ - 


Film  Developing 
Camera  Repairs 
Photo  Supplies 
HOURS 

M-F  900-5:30 
Sat  9;30-5;00 
Sun  Noon-4:00 


I 


Retail  value: 


t 

■ 
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BOARD 


GAM^ 


- by  Nick  Hornsfelt 

Last  month  I promised  I would  be  interviewing  some  of 
the  people  who  are  non-incumbents  running  for  Supervisor. 
Well  a promise  is  a promise,  but  what  the  hell  am  I going  to 
ask  these  people!  What  short  and  simple  question  will  give 
them  the  opportunity  to  respond  with  a short,  simple  (simple 
is  the  key  word  here)  insight  into  their  personalities. 

I was  coming  up  drier  than  a Georgia  cotton  field  in 
July  when  my  prayers  were  answered  by  one  of  our  own.  Sup. 
Carol  Ruth  Silver.  It  seems  that  a "volunteer"  in  the 
Sup.'s  office  was  tipped  off  to  no  less  than  20  (1) 
abandoned  cars  on  the  street  at  3rd  and  25th  and,  horror  of 
horrors,  some  of  them  had  Daly  City  traffic  tickets  attached 
to  their  windshields. 

Pictures  were  taken,  press  releases  released  and  a news 
conference  called  (righteous  Indignation  is  the  key  word 
here).  Sup.  Silver  called  for  the  city  attorney  to  sue  Daly 
City  if  they  couldn't  resolve  "the  problem"  of  abandoned 
Daly  City  cars  in  San  Francisco.  Then  everyone  beat  it  out 
to  3rd  and  25th.  No  cars!!! 

"The  problem"  seems  to  be  that  the  "volunteer"  had 
jumped  the  gun.  According  to  Jack  Price  who  owns  the  Ajax 
Auto  Dismantlers , the  cars  ahd  been  stacked  in  the  street  in 
front  of  his  business  for  a couple  of  hours  until  they  could 
be  picked  up  by  an  Oakland  scrap  dealer.  Jack  has  a contract 
with  the  people  who  tow  Daly  City's  abandoned  cars  and, 
after  all,  "that's  why  we're  where  we  are,  so  there's  no  one 
around  to  bother." 


between  the  City  of  San 
thinks  that  how  Sup.  Silver 
gets  her  name  in  the  paper  is  another  matter,  it  seems  she 
hadn't  bothered  to  call  anyone  except  the  press. 

ftn*.  K f "volunteer"  who  also  called  no 

one  before  stirring  up  this  "mistake"?  Volunteerlne 

ut  ^®  Important  political 

ran  A <>"  « Supervisor's  staff?  Presidents 

can  be  made  or  broken  by  their  White  House  staff.  Think 
back  to  Carter  and  Nixon  (did  Ford  have  a staff?).  Anyhow 

^ou'Tl  bVdes'^/^^"^"i?  politician,  the  staff  is  whi 

C?ty  Hall  right  now! 

roll  ®'i^^  an  important  question  go  unasked?  So,  I 

asked^  hopefuls  for  the  five  seats  on  the  Board  and 

HAVE  YOU  PICKED  YOUR  STAFF  FOR  WHEN  YOU  BECOME  SUPERVISOR? 
fyiric  “ Democrat  - Knows  that  he  wants  to 

siftn  fjw  concerned  about  making  the 

lt®«  S4Rn  \ then  we  can  talk  staff.  Well,  he  thinks 

it  s 5480,  but  he  couldn't  find  the  paperwork, 

^ ‘ Lapsley  his  campaign  manager 

on^wl^ng*^»  picked  a staff  yet.  we're  concentrating 

P^  Noraan  - Democrat  - Tanya  Corman,  campaiRn  staffer 
says  that  she  has  never  heard  her  talk  about  that".  Well 
Tanya,  my  advice  is  to  keep  your  day  job. 

Sylvia  Weinstein  - Socialist  Action  - Carol  Sellgman, 
campaign  staffer,  had  no  names  but  they  would  definitely  be 
unionist  workers  Interested  in  the  Issues  of  women's  rights, 
gay  rights  and  against  Intervention  in  Central  America  and 
nuclear  testing...  no  business  administration  grads  need 

apply. 

Nicole  Myers  - Humanist  - wants  a "troop  of  people 
directly  connected  to  the  neighborhoods".  We  talked  and 
joked  about  the  present  aides  at  City  Hall  and  with  a little 
tongue-in-cheek  Nicole  came  out  for  "district  elections  for 
Supervisory  aides  so  they  would  be  more  in  tune  with 

neighborhood  problems."  I like  that,  no  tongue-in-cheek. 

Angela  A1 ioto  - need  I say  Democrat  - The  Alioto  & 
Alioto  receptionist  puts  me  on  hold,  I think  "Oh  boy,  here 
we  go.  Then  this  booming  voice  comes  on  and  says  "Yeah 

Nick,  what  can  I do  for  ya?"  I'm  floored,  It's  Angela.  We 

talk  about  how  issues  have  changed  since  "Dad"  was  in  City 
Hall  and  how  if  she  was  Supervisor  she  would  like  to  take 
her  own  calls  (but  let's  be  real).  She  will  form  some  of 
her  staff  from  people  working  for  her  campaign  "if  they  want 
to  stay  on  . Russ  Ellley,  Mary  Powelson  and  Gavin  Payne  got 
high  marks  in  Ms.  Alioto's  book  and  seem  to  have  job 
security.  I won't  tell  you  what  she  said  about  Wendy 
Nelder.  I will  tell  you  that  talking  to  Angela  was  like  a 
phone  call  to  my  Italian  sister-in-law  Anita,  comfortable 
and  fun.  But  is  that  reason  enough  to  vote  for  her?  Like  a: 
secret  ballot,  only  those  of  us  with  an  Italian  sister-in- 
law  know  for  sure. 


SEPTEMBER  LIVE  SHOWS 


TUESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY 


2 RUIN 

9NUMAN0HIGIHS 
1f  7HE  RAGGED 
EDGE 

23  VIYISECTIOH 
31  HDT  COMBS 
PAMELA  Z 


4 PEDXING 
2nd  anniversary 

11  MONGRELXID 
18  THE  OPTIMISTIC! 

2S  BIRD  KILLERS 
SCR»M 


5 MAPENZI 
KUTUWBA 
1 2 Reggae 
Calendar 
Benefit 

19  TOO  MUCH 
FUN 

26  ZULA  POOL 
Shout  it  out! 


COVER  CHARGE  ONLY  ON  FRIDAYS 


SUNDAYS  [BAND  AUDITION)  4 to  9 
MONDAYS  [FILM  SHOWCASE)  9pm 

WEDNESDAYS 


WORLD  BEAT 
D.J.  JONATHAN  E. 


SATURDAYS 


WILD  DANCE 
D J.  JEAN  LOUIS 


THURDAY  SEP.  4TH  2nd  ANNIVERSARY  PARTY 
7 TO  9PM  25c  DRINKS!!!!!! 


liTm  Mif 

3160  16th  Street  San  Francisco  621-1617 


’on  the  sunny  side  of  Market  Street  fast  and  free  to  most  neighborhoods 


